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A Study of Inquiry Using “Elfie” as a Teaching
Material of Philosophy for Children

Chen, Yan-Ling
Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature, National Taitung University

Abstract

This study concluded and showed the difficulities encountered when an elementary
school teacher without the background of philosophy tried to carry out the teaching of
philosophy for children. The author performed a self-reflection through reviewing the
course of her teaching and realized the importance of instruction manual for a teacher.
Therefore, she could re-understand the characteristics which were necessary to be a
teacher of philosophy for children and the important rules should be followed. Finally,
she obtained professional growth and promoted the quality of discussion in the junior
class through the process of understanding, reflection, and re-implementation.

This paper consists of four chapters. Chapter |  ( Introduction ) introduces the the
origins, the strategy and planning process of this research. Chapter Il (Launch of a
Community of Inquiry of Philosophy for Children ) provides details about a community
of inquiry consisting of 9 members engaged in reading and discussion of a teaching
material of philosophy for children -- “Elfie”. It also lists the difficulties that general
teachers may encounter in leading community of inquiry of philosophy for children
induced through review and reflection. Chapter 11l ( Philosophy for Children in
Classroom ) presents the records about implementation of the spirit of communities of
inquiry in first and second-grade classrooms. Chapter IV  ( Conclusion and
Suggestions ) describes the growth of the researcher and proposes research findings and
suggestions.

Keywords: philosophy for children / community of inquiry / Elfie
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