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Ancient Chinese Fable as Children Literature

Student: Si Yen Zu
Graduate School of Children Literature, National Tai Tung University

Abstract

Fable is a literature style which embodies the philosophy and morale by adopting
little story; story is its trunk, whereas the implied meaning is its spirit; if the implied
meaning lacks the support of the story,.such fable is likely to turn boring, hence a
fable must be with logical mind to-be meaningful; must be with full of interest to be
acceptable by common ‘persons. Chinese ancient fables originate from civil
literature, and belong to a sector of civil stories, which were necessary metal foods for
our children, so as to be closely related to the children. Fable can not only furnish
our teachers with required situations and experiences instead of moral preaching, but
also exhibit implied, humorous, exaggerating, ironical expressions, through story and
implication, to convey proper life value to our children. Though ancient Chinese
fables did not result from children literature, they did possess the feature and function
of children literature. However, in the field of Taiwanese children literature, these
Chinese ancient fables can’ t really replace the Aesop fables, and failed to become
the main stream of fable study, this is really the loss of Taiwanese children literature.

Therefore, this research intends to adopt the relationship between ancient
Chinese fables and children as main focus, figuring out the original of ancient fable,
studying their definitions and types, so as to retell them to further engage the
interests of children.  Additionally, it also integrates the reasons of engaging

children’ s attention through the structure and planning of the fables, thereby



comparing ancient fables with Aesop, in order to exhibit the characteristics of ancient
Chinese fables. Research purposes cover focusing the features and functions of

ancient fables and delivering the high values of reading and research.

Key words: civil literature, civil story, ancient Chinese fable, children

literature, retelling skill
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