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The power from exile: The Feminine Subjects in

Donna Jo Napoli

Abstract

Donna Jo Napoli composed (Sirena) , { The Magic Circle) and {Breath) from
the perspective of the first person speaking for witches, sirena and sick teenager in
tales. There is neither voice of heroism nor hatred, but just feminine experiences and
desires of chasing self-identity through conflicts and struggles with their tolerance
toward the world.

Based on “Ecriture Féminine’ adddressed by Héléne Cixous and extension of the
concept of ‘exile’, the study suggests that the phenomena of being edged out by core
value or certain group can be recognized as “‘exile’. Through the perspectives of
‘Feminine writing’ and “exile’, this paper proposes to discuss witches and sirena’s
position in traditional tales and the alienation in between them and society. While the
feminine are exiled to the forest and ocean, they also obtain energy and stability in the
remote space. With confession of their physical desires and inner voices, they finally
can stand firmly for themselves, face the world with tolerance and expel hatred with
love. Feminine writing has broken the absolute of binary and helped the feminine to
build up and be confident of their subjectivity in the irresolution of binary opposition.

The feminine can eliminate feminine passive image of binary opposition with
writing. Besides, the study also believes that placing the concept of deconstructing

binary opposition in children’s texts can enhance the diversity of children’s literatures.
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