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The Use of Picture Book in Classroom —
A Case of Teaching Elders-Caring

Mei-Lan Chang

Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

National Taitung University
Abstract

As we are entering an aging society, it’s important to be concerned
about the well-being of senior citizens. I try to bring this topic into our
elementary school’s teaching, and hope that the school children can learn
and know better about the elders. This has been the motive and purpose
of this study.

How to bridge the gap between the younger and the elder? Picture
book would be the best choice. Let the children come to know their elders
by 3ways :  “images of the elders”, ”taking care of the elder’s needs”,
and “the living ways of the elders.” Then we try to give the elderly a good
living. Wholly-designed programs and teaching policy of research
methods should be applied in practical teaching and responded with
changing behaviors of students. Teaching results and experiences can be
summarized as the following:

A. Using picture book to describe the elders’ images which include.

1. interesting and working hard.

2. Full of intelligence and enjoy living.

3. Regardless of age still preserving a joyful heart of a

child.
4. Being independent and sticks to one’s ideals.
B. Ways to get along with the elders.

1. Try to understand the elders and their peculiarities.



2. Try to sympathize with the elders and meet their needs.
3.  Try to encourage, praise, and bless the elders and to
console their heart.
4.  Try to keep company and support the elders with loving
and caring.
In facing an aging society, we should explore the use of picture book
in teaching children to be caring and concerning about the elders and how

to make the life of the elders become more beautiful.

Key word: elder, concern, picture book, teaching.
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