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A Study of Relationships between Covers and Genres of
Children’s Picture Books—Using Books Listed in GIO’s
29th~31st Recommendations on Choice of
Extracurricular Readers for Primary and Middle School
Students as Examples

Hsu, Pei-Hua
Department of Art Industry, National Taitung University

Abstract

Children’s picture books are products of the cultural and creative industry.
The change of reading habits .among domestic people and Government
Information Office’s (GIO) support for the mass communication industry have
propelled the development of the publishing industry and induced a rise of
design aesthetics, which is the teaching area of the researcher. Therefore, the
researcher investigated the relationships between covers and genres of
children’s picture books in this study. Children’s picture books are print media
consisting of two main elements, namely graphic and text. Children’s picture
books have the functions of providing guidance on language and art
appreciation. Defining genres of children’s picture books, investigating the
constituting elements of their covers based on visual perceptions, and
understanding the relationships between covers and genres of children’s
picture books are the main objectives of this study.

Through review of literature associated with children’s picture books and
covers, the researcher induced five genres of children’s picture books,
including science, story, humanity, game and toy, and illustration as well as
three elements of a cover, including graphic, text, and construction. Based on
these three elements, an analytic instrument was developed to analyze the
covers of picture books in each of the five genres. The result was recorded in
the content record sheet using intuitive method. Through statistical calculation,
the dominant features in each genre were obtained. These features were

presented with support of figures and descriptions.

II



Results suggest that there are associations between covers and genres of
picture books: covers of science books have the function of providing
objective explanations; covers of story books use graphics to create a certain
atmosphere of the storyline; covers of humanity books use humanity-themed
graphics and colors to express certain images; covers of game and toy books
are simple and use color blocks to express outlines; illustration books stress
consistency between text and graphics, so through integration and
arrangement of designs, consistency between content and form of their covers

can be formed.

Keywords: children’s picture book, cover, genre, Government Information

Office (GIO)
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1.8 pd ?’; ( Baby Books)

2.7 Eﬁj%‘ ( Interactive Books )

3.5 2! :F’f[ ( Toy Books )

4 ZASTE - h BT % ( Mother Goose and Nursery Rhyme Books)

5.p08 W N{AEZEE (Nursery and Folk Song Books )

6.3 % %i ( Alphabet Books )

7;1(%1( ( Counting Books )

8 M 4. 3' ( Concept Books)

9.2 ?; ( Wordless books )

lO.q%ﬁ‘ ﬁygi?} ( Picture Storybooks )

11. 555 2! i ( Easy-to-Read Books)

124 i & [ﬁ‘%} ;Ff,; ( Picture Books for Older Readers )

13. IH?@ HAZH i ( Transitional Books )

i B o S (S R S

2RI [T %} PR F R P RS (A 2-4)
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1991

John I. Glazer

1.[@‘3' F“SFEJE = ( Picture Storybooks )
2. )FEEA ;" ( Concept Books)
I}% I EASE | | (Beginning-to-Read
Books)
4.F|J §1E3EUEIU%} ( Predictable Books )

1993

Carol
Lynch-Brown

Carl M. Tomlinson

JEH ]ﬁ | (Baby Books)
2.7 Eﬁj%' ( Interactive Books )
3.5 2! %; ( Toy Books)
4 ZEISIE S % & ( Mother Goose and Nursery
Rhyme Books )
5. 0081 ¥ N (BB E (Nursery and Folk Song
Books )
6.3 3 ?; ( Alphabet Books )
7.5(@( ( Counting Books )
8 M. 5“ ( Concept Books )
9.%. 3"3' ( Wordless books )
10.@! ﬁ?Eji ?r; ( Picture Storybooks)
11.ph5E 2 i | (Easy-to-Read Books )
124 - pd & q%j[}ﬁ', %; ( Picture Books for Older
Readers )

13.3;}3@ HFJ ( Transitional Books )

1995

Norton E. Donna

l.ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁylh » B (Mother Goose)
2.5e L] %; ( Toy Books )
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4. Er@rr i (Counting Books )
5 4% 4 3' ( Concept Books )
6.2 4 q‘?ﬁ'%{ ?} ( Wordless Books )
7. b Er%f | (Easy-to-Read Books )

8. [l ﬁJV:Ji = ( Picture Storybooks)
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1996 | Walter Sawyer -~ 1.5y pd ?{
Diana E. Comer 2.—%&3’?'
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2. )FEEA %} ( Concept Books )
ﬁj Hl HJ ( Novelty Books)
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FTHKR: 277 F2

%p  ERAST R HERR G S % ,@?%ﬁﬁ%@wﬁmm
SRR ﬁ E[ NS i TF el H%ﬂ%', %; ( Books of Pictures ) - q%‘[':%“ FF’SFEJE 2! ( Picture
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F[ ( Alphabet Books) QFE\T;“ ( Counting Books) fg_F“HKﬁ N Uﬁ%ﬂ‘%}?{ g
E i, IFH ( Concept Books) G %} ( Alphabet Books )~ 5(5( ( Counting
Books ) ':Ej‘ﬁf\%ﬁﬁﬁ# wtr ol bl B 3 EIJHI%F[%F o

o B AR Ol R A B TJIIJUQ%\'%{ jﬁ%i fi¥ Martin Salisbury » % £
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Trotman thfﬁ%%? Em bl B e R R e SR
[‘p[ﬂjg[ 55 > Al %FL POl N AR s T BAERB VY YA A - K
( Treld Pelkey Bicknell -~ Felicity Trotman, 1988 ) ( q\%\' 2-3):

l’f{ﬁfﬁ’??} - B ,iibiﬂ?} ( Board books ~ Baby books ) : [ B[ T’??{ o
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an'?ﬂ?; ( Pop-ups)
3.2 F B BT ( Zigzag books)
4.?’?51%; ( Flap books)
5.4 TF Fl iF’f' ( Half-flap books )
6. ﬂﬁ?@] (1101651n,page)
ﬁ%k.q | (Pictorial consequences )
.ﬁ?ﬁ‘%} FFSC]! 3' ( Picture books with longer text )
9.4f p¥ I3 ]E' ( Books with minimal text)
10.2 5 q\%\'%{ 2 ( Wordless picture books )
115 ZBOE 3 _F‘[ ( Picture strip)

Huerd tooks and baby baoksg ."t.-;!-:-:.s Zlg B fiks Thag fiaoks

small format Tpoks o hagrd

LN

Hirli- fan hocrkes Lialas iz AT

TYPES OF FICTURE BOOK

Baaks with neimimal text Phorgless o haoks Pigtare strig

W23 NAFERAFIRE S HER
F L %k R : Treld Pelkey Bicknell & Felicity Trotman ( 1988) .
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