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An Analysis of the Female Images and Aesthetic Beliefs
in Tsau, Wen-Xuan’s Teen Novel

Shu-Lig Kuh

National Taitung University
Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

Abstract

Tsau, Wen-Xuan is a most influence contemporary teen novel author in China,
who has a strong belief in literature creation and a mission to form people’s future
personality. The teen novel or growth novel he created not only presents aesthetic

style as always, but also has profound contents in literature.

The method adopted in this study is text analysis and Tsau, Wen-Xuan’s 11
novels which published from 1994 to 2006 in Taiwan are the research texts. At first,
this study analyzs characters’ figures by describing the characters’ appearance,
behavior, and expression. Then, it focuses on the innermost world and personality of
characters through event, plot, and language. Finally, by investigating the characters’
figures and symbolization this study further discusses the differences and similarities

of female characters and the aesthetic beliefs he holds revealed in his work.

Tsau, Wen-Xuan creates novels that romanticize the life and his novels
construct a pure and beautiful world of literature. He forms a series of female figures,
which are beautiful, gentle, sweet, and good-natured. Those figures represent a
conceptual characteristic and appreciation of beauty that present traditional women in
China. Moreover, Tsau, Wen-Xuan makes women become ones who have morality
and justice, affections, and wisdom in his novels, which show the strong and tough
aspect of the women. However, the feminine figures around the male characters in his
novels tend to be beautiful, innocent, and being ingratiate with the men. The feminine
figures created by Tsau, Wen-Xuan with the characteristics of traditional Chinese
culture who have optimistic and generous personality remind the reader that the
influence of the power of beauty is not less than that of thinking. Moreover, the power

of beauty can directly touch people’s heart.

Key words: aesthetic beliefs, feminine figure, growth novel, novels that romanticize
the life
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