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The Meanings of Death in Anderson’s Fairy
Tales

Chen Wei Ling

Abstract

Anderson’s fairy tales fully reflect his personal attitude in handling death and
experiencing life to conceptualize death. From fearing death and negatively
escaping from death, the tales gradually turn and become positively thinking death,
facing death, imagining death; describing death, constructing death, previewing death
to overcome the fear and anxiety of death.

Anderson’s tales describe death in multiple perspectives—physiological,
psychological, cultural, moral, religious, and sociocultural. Anderson employs
moving, migration, traveling abroad, plant transplants, art of stringing beads, and
passionate kiss to imagine death. He also applies different characters such as
wandering old men, law obeyed civil servants, love pursuing women, serious young
men, mischievous children to build up the characteristics of the mystery, humor,
fairness, and persistence of the god of death.  Anderson’s tales construct death
through the elements of humor, beauty, solemnity, dream, love, eternity, joy,
happiness, and perfection.

Pursuing eternal life and having death as the happy ending, Anderson’s tales are
totally different from modern popular culture having the happy ending of grand
wedding banquet and family reunion. The heaven and hell after death structured in
Anderson’s tales are rooted upon Christianity. The idea that souls after death
transform into angels or spirits or ghosts is deeply affected by the animism from folk
beliefs.

Key Words: Anderson, tale, death, happy ending, Christianity, soul
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