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Influence Factors of Dropout for Adult students:

A Study On Shor-Term Course Adult Students
Chih-Yuan Shih
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate factors, including background
variables, school and teacher, self-direction, impulse purchase, situational barriers, and
computer anxiety, that may influence adult learners' dropout from their short-term course.
Based on the factors, two self-developed questionnaires, one for non-computer class
learners and another for computer class learners, were used to collect data. Respondents
were 293 adult learners, including 218 non-dropout learners and 75 dropout learners,
who learned in the China Youth Corps in the period from March 2009 to May 2009. To
analyze the data, descriptive statistics, ANOVA , t test and discriminant analysis were
used. The major findings areas following: 1) Married learners' dropout rate is higher than
unmarried learners' in about a six to four ratio; 2) Learners who are in age range of 30 to
39 years old have higher dropout rate than the other learners; 3) Learners who have
master's or higher academic degrees have higher dropout rate than the other learners; 4)
Unmarried learners have higher dropout rate than married learners; 5) Dropout and
non-dropout students were significant different in the factors of school and teacher
satisfaction, situational barriers, impulse purchase, and computer anxiety; 6) There are
highly significant differences between non-dropout and dropout learners in the factors of
school and teacher satisfaction; 7) Non-dropout learners' level of education, situational
barriers, and impulse purchase were positively correlated to dropout learners; 8) For
non-computer class students, 73.3 percentage of dropout learners and 77.1 percentage of
non-dropout students can be distinguished by age, education level, school and teacher
satisfy, situational barriers, and impulse purchase; 9) For computer class students, 77.8
percentage of dropout learners and 78.8 percentage of non-dropout students can be
distinguished by age, education level, school and teacher satisfy, situational barriers, and
impulse purchase.

Keywords: Short-Term Course, Adult students, Dropout
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