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A Study on the English Language of After-School
Alternative Program in Kaohsiung City and
Taitung County in Junior High Schools

Hsiang-Lan Kung
Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to investigate how the English
language operates of After-School Alternative Program in Kaohsiung City and
Taitung County in junior high schools-and to compare if resulting in differences
according to urban and remote schools. The instruments for data collection in
this study included questionnaires and interviews.

There are 7 main results of the study: 1. Taitung administrators have a higher
awareness of the English remedial instruction than Kaohsiung ones. 2. The
types and the resources of the English after-school learning course are more
plentiful and available in Taitung than in Kaohsiung, as well as in more remote
schools. 3. The target students in Kaohsiung urban schools are “ disadvantaged
underachievers,” but “whole-class students’ in Taitung remote schools. 4. The
main teaching content in Kaohsiung is “remedia instruction,” but “textbook
teaching” and “test-paper writing” in Taitung. Teachers especially put more
focus on BCT and “re-teaching” in more remote schools. 5. Although most of
the Kaohsiung and Taitung English teachers are “ English official teachers’ with a
high willingness to teach, the school teachers in the more remote schools take
more tasks. 6. All schools in Kaohsiung and in Taitung lack assessment for
students' achievement. 7. The problems that administrators and teachers of
Kaohsiung and Taitung suffer are all about students. Besides, the teachers have
a greater need to obtain higher budgets and to reduce the number of studentsin
more remote schools.

Keywords : After-School Alter native Program, after-school learning cour se,
remedial instruction, disadvantaged underachiever
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