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The enlightenment of Sleeping Beauty—An analysis of
feminine subject in The Changeover: A Supernatural
Romance

Abstract

Tracing the theories of power and discourse discussed in Michel
Foucault as well as feminine role and mother-daughter relationship
portrayed in Luce Irigaray, this study delves into the issues related to the
disappearance and reconstruction of feminine subject in Margaret Mahy’s
The Changeover: A Supernatural Romance. Michel Foucault suggested
subject is produced in_discourse. While enouncing body, psychological
situations and experiences, a subject does feel and think. Discourses
formalize subjects and are themselves the bearers of various
subject-positions. Luce lrigaray shows how patriarchal culture defines
women with maternal functions, and yet oppresses feminine identities and
social attributes, making women the support of masculine subjects.
Women, therefore, should propel them to recognize themselves by

re-discovering mother-daughter relationship and establishing feminine
genealogy for self-identification.

Researches show women are objectified and subjectivised by rules
in patriarchal culture, which in turns focus themselves as self-prisoners
from masculine perspective. The dissociation of their bodies and
emotions recurs mothering and maternal functions, as well as furthers the
destructions of mother-daughter relationship, which reduces feminine

activities of mothers and represses feminine potentials of daughters.



Under the construction of masculine discourses, feminine subjects lose
the self-control of their life.

The reconstruction of feminine subjects comes from the inheritance
of feminine genealogy and the inspiration of positioned discourses.
Women are therefore propelled to re-recognize themselves as subjects of
the society with unlimited desires. Tracing back to childhood attempts
to wake woman’s consciousness, unveils the dominance of patriarchy,
shapes the self-sacrifice and devotion of feminine or maternal subjects, as
well as improves mother-daughter relationship. In the end, the power of

protecting female identification empowers the coexistence of masculine

characteristics and the identification of self-recognition.

Key words: subject, focus, discourse, maternal functions
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