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The Effect of Incorporated Career Development Education

Curriculum in Elementary Schools

Abstract

The objective of this research is to explore the effect of “Incorporated Career
Development Education Curriculum” on fifth grade elementary school students with
respect to eight areas - perfectionism, external orientation, evade-obedient, self-value,
work ambition, career self-efficacy, gender mechanical impression, and character
mechanical impression. The result will act as a guide to elementary schools to
implement career development education.

The quasi-experimental design was implemented on 33 fifth grade students in an
experimental elementary school and 29 fifth grade students in a county elementary
school for two years. The students participated in a mentor-mentee program. They also
attended after-school program, and career education was incorporated into their
curriculum.

The students were given the Career Perception Survey three times to evaluate the
responses in the eight areas. The analysis was carried out through one-way repeated
measure ANOVA combined with interviews with respected homeroom teachers.

The research found that first of all, the incorporated curriculum has significant
effect on experimental elementary students’ in areas of perfectionism, evade-obedient,
and character mechanical impression. Secondly, the incorporated curriculum shows no
significance on experimental elementary school students with regard to students’ work
ambition, external orientation, self-value, career self-efficacy, and gender mechanical
impression. Third, the incorporated curriculum has no significant effect in the eight
areas to the county elementary school students. Finally, from the interviews of the
teachers, we found that the incorporated curriculum and the extra programs do have

positive effects on students’ overall academic and competition performances.

Key words: incorporated education, career development education, career

perception
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