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The Study of the Chinese translation of picture books

“The Emperor’s New Clothes”

Shu Ping Huang

The Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

National Taitung University

Abstract

The thesis is based on the adaptation of the picture book The Emperor’s New
Clothes in Taiwan. Han Christian Andersen had finished the fairy tale ‘The Emperor’s
New Clothes’ in 1837, and after that, it has been published as various types in children’s
literature. There is no lack of different kinds of children’s books, the Chinese-English
contrast story books and picture books, etc. It is not easy to gather and collect the
picture books of The Emperor’s New Clothe. Besides, most picture books of this story
are lost and broken in the internal libraries, so that | decided to choose the picture books
The Emperor’s New Clothes published during the year 1973 to 2005 as examples, try to
discuss the variations of the illustrations and the layouts of them, and the meanings of
the evolvements of the endings.

This thesis is divided into six chapters.

Chapter One is an introduction. It is describing the background and the motives,
the purposes and the issues inside, the progress and the methods, the ranges and the
limitations, and the references of it.

Chapter Two would explain the author, Han Christian Andersen’s life and his
works, the adaptation of the relativity of Spanish folk tales, and try to sort out the fairy

tales written by Han Christian Andersen and the publications in Taiwan as the frame of



statements in Chapter Three and Chapter Four.

Chapter Three :  The picture book The Emperor’s New Clothes I chose is divided
into four important parts: the appearance of the King, the deceitfulness of courtiers, the
showcase in the parade and the truth. 1 would describe with image description through
these four parts.

Chapter Four is discussing the scales and the interactions of the pictures and the
compositions, the format and the designs inside the book The Emperor’s New Clothes.
I would treat the variations of the content format in the picture book, and debate
whether there is a variation as the evolution of the history.

Chapter Five is the conclusion of The Emperor’s New Clothes. It could be
divided into three types. What the changes of the ending in the picture book The
Emperor’s New Clothes could be happened within the effects through Romanticism to
Postmodern Thoughts? This thesis would try to search the readers’ affinities and
analyze them according to the response tests of the readers.

Chapter Six is the conclusion. I would explicate my thoughts after the ending of
the study and the changes of picture books in Taiwan through the past into the future.
I hope it could provide some suggestions and directions to the following researchers in

the future.

Keyword: Picture books, Han Christian Andersen, “The Emperor’s New Clothes”
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