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A Study of Narrative Titles in Mandarin Textbooks
Lin Chia-feng

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explore the narrative titles in
Mandarin Chinese textbooks in terms of sources, syntactic construction,
and rhetoric features as reference for future textbook edition.

The objects of this study are narrative titles in Mandarin textbooks
published in 2004 by three companies, namely: Kang-Xuan, Nan-Yi, and
Han-Lin. With data analysis and induction, the major findings are as
follows:

1. The Sources of Titles:

The sources of narrative titles are investigated from character, setting,
plot, and theme. The results reveal that the simple type constructed with
only one element constitutes the majority of narrative titles in textbooks.
Furthermore, sub-categories of narrative (characters, episodes, sceneries,

and objects) also affect the composition of narrative titles.

2. The Syntactic Construction of Titles:

Noun phrases (NPs), verb phrases (VPs), and sentences are the main
syntactic structure of narrative titles, in the descending order of NPs >
sentences > VPs according to the frequency. NPs for narrative titles only

include conjunction and modifier-head construction, of which the latter that

III



contains structural auxiliary “¢7”(de) owns the most. The majority of

attributions are NPs, trailed by adjectives and VPs.  VPs for narrative
titles cover four construction, including “predicate-object”,
“predicate-complement”, “modifier-head”, and “predicate-predicate”.
Among VPs, the predicate-object construction is the most frequent, and
most objects are concentrated in patient and location. With respect to
sentences, when they are used as titles, the structure would usually be
declarative, with the highest frequency of sentences in collocation with the

modal auxiliary “7 ”(liao). Moreover, narrative titles can be divided into

adjectival-predicate sentence and verbal-predicate sentence based upon
predicate types, and the latter that bears objects is the most common. The

punctuation marks in the narrative title are quite few besides.

3. The Rhetoric of the Titles:

The rhetoric of the titles is discussed in consideration of the choice of
word, modification of rhetorical figures, and prosody patterns. In regard
to the choice of word, oral language is more widely used than written
language; in addition, restricted collocation of heads and modifiers are
mostly found. In regard to modification of rhetorical figures, only few
titles are with parallelism, isography and metonymy. As to prosody
patterns, word count of titles mostly ranges from four to six, mostly
composed of “2+2”, “2+3”, “34+2”, and “4+2” patterns of syllables.
However, in three-syllabic titles, the prosodies of NPs are mainly “2+1”

patterns, while VPs are “14+2” patterns.

keywords : title, narrative, Chinese textbook, textbook
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