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The Findings of Hakka’s Images
--An Observation through The Modern-Adolescent-Themed Novels
in The Prize Works of Chiuko’s Modern Children’s Literature Award

Chen Su-Yi
National Taitung University
The Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature

Abstract

In the recent years, the diversification of culture is one of the main stream ways
of thinking in the world; meanwhile, the writings of minority are getting noticeable in
the literature world. Taiwan coincidentally gathered people from the aboriginal,
Spain, Netherlands, China, the provincial, and South Asia, who settled down and
demonstrated their distinct tracks of culture on the this island. Hakka is one ethic
group of Chinese with its own specific phenomenon of culture, who came to Taiwan
400 years ago and became the second large group of people among modern Taiwanese.
This dissertation is focused on the view of adolescent literature to examine the image
of Hakka culture, and searches the Hakka image through the prize works of Chiuko’s
Modern Children’s Literature Award, which is an important award in the field of
Taiwanese adolescent literature.

This dissertation was divided into six chapters. The first chapter is an
introduction, stating the motives and the background, purposes of research and
questions, the literature review, the methodology and steps, the scope and limitations,
etc. The second chapter, by contrasting and matching, analyzes the phenomenon of
Chiuko’s Modern Children’s Literature Award, lists the points of Hakka cultural
properties, and ensures its discussion domain by classifying 3 kinds of works: Hakka
writings by Hakka authors, non-Hakka writings by Hakka authors, and Hakka writing
by non-Hakka authors. The third chapter further reviews the Hakka writings by
Hakka authors. Chapter 4 goes through the non-Hakka writings by Hakka authors.
Chapter 5 analyses the Hakka writings by non-Hakka authors. The sixth chapter
concludes this dissertation.

The writings of Hakka authors go deep inside the connotation of Hakka culture
with wonderful output within the fields of community culture, spiritual culture, and
the rules of culture. In the sphere of material culture, however, maybe due to the
advances of technology, there is no findings of clothing or transportation in this
research while a little number of evidences were found in housing, and Hakka cuisine

is the most emphasized part. Nevertheless, Chiuko’s Modern Children’s Literature



Award was only voiced by the northern Hakka in Hsin-Chu without any works
appearing from some other places. The non-Hakka writings by Hakka authors show
off the altitude of humble and respect, presenting other culture as well. Moreover, in
respect of material-choosing and role-modeling, Hakka culture was involved
unintentionally, and shows no signs of Hakka culture within the whole text. Not too
many works found are Hakka writings by non-Hakka authors who did not dedicate
and put Hakka culture as a major part but as a minor portion instead. This must be
the result of cultural assimilation that Hakka mixed together with Holok which is also
one of Chinese ethic groups.

From the prize works of Chiuko’s Modern Children’s Literature Award, it can be
found that Hakka exits, but is an invisible group of people. From the angle of
cultural diversity, it is a critical action to be taken for protecting the assimilated Hakka
culture from fading. It is open space for every author from all ethic groups to

cultivate as their will for the minor writing of Hakka materials.

Key Words: adolescent novel, Hakka culture, Chiuko’s Modern Children’s Literature
Award
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