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An Investigation into Jacqueline Wilson’s Works

— the Growing up Experience in Girlhood

Ya-Hsin Wu
Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature
National Taitung University

Abstract

Jacqueline Wilson is the fourth Children’s Laureate in the UK.
With her subtle observation, Wilson is.good at writing books that depict
children and teenagers’ everyday life and problems that they encounter as
they grow up. Some of her works are in fact “problem novels” in terms of
literary views. Pat Pinsent, an academic researcher at the Centre for
Research in Children’s Literature, pointed out that Wilson’s books
familiarizes young readers with post-modernist conventions. It is
therefore the study aims to find out how post-modernism implied in the
texts. The key characters in Wilson’s works are mainly girls, thus the
study also looks into the deep meanings behind these girls’ growing up
experience. The research method used is textual analysis, focusing on
Best Friends, Double Act, The Suitcase Kid and The Illustrated Mum. As
far as the theme of the text is concerned, the study explores different
social relationships between young adults and people around them such
as friendship and the relationship with siblings as well as parents. By
investigating into various factors of the texts, the study hopes to gain a
further understanding of Wilson’s works.

Keyword: young adult novels, problem novels, post-modernism,
growing up experience in girlhood.
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Oct. 2005

<http://www.childrenslaureate.org/index.htmil>

BBC * Eﬂ?@?@fﬁ :
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/bigread/>

A g (*T\?/IJQEE:I“—ET&‘;?%@?%L}E Bl IS (National Statistics ) ?[ﬁfﬁ :
“Divorces.” National Statistics Online. 19 Apr. 2006
<http://www.statistics.gov.uk/CCl/nugget.asp?ID=170&Pos=1&ColRank=2&Rank=528>
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