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New resident mothers’ parenting and their children’s life
adaptation in early childhood program : An example of

Taitung County
CHUN-HUI CHI
Abstract

This study was to understand the relationship between the parenting
style of new resident mothers and their children’s adaptation in early
childhood program. The three purposes were: (1) to discuss the adaptation
of children of new resident mothers in early childhood program; (2) to
discuss problems of new resident mother’s parenting style; and (3) to
compare new resident mothers and Taiwanese mothers in their parenting
style and how their parenting style be related to their children’s adaptation
in early childhood program.

Questionnaires (parenting style questionnaire and early childhood
adaptation questionnaire) were distributed to 630 new resident mothers and
Taiwanese mothers who had children attending public or private preschools
in Taitung. Four hundred and ninety questionnaires were returned. The
return rate was 77.7%. The data were analyzed using T-test, ANOVA, »>
and Pearson correlation. The results were:

1. In general, children of new resident mothers were well adapted in
preschools. Their adaptation scores were highest in language area and
school learning, but lowest in group living.

2. Among children of new resident mothers, boys performed better than

girls in overall adaption. Younger children performed better than older



ones in language adaptation and peer adaptation. Children whose
mothers with higher education levels performed better in adaptation in
early childhood programs.

3. Most new resident mothers adopted authoritative parenting style, but
most Taiwanese mothers adopted uninvolved parenting style. The
result presented that new residents mothers’ parenting style were more
appropriate compared to Taiwanese mothers.

4. Children of Taiwanese mothers preformed better than did children of
new resident mothers in adaptation in early childhood program.

5. New resident mothers’ parenting style was related to their children’
learning adaptation, but not their chidren’s language, group living,
peer and overall adaptation in early childhood program.

Based on the results, researcher proposed several suggestions for future

research.

Keywords: Foreign mate ~ parenting style ~ adaptation ~ young children
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