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Searching for the Children Reading the Cross-century
Fiction Series

Abstract

The publishers in Taiwan have ‘imported’ a large number of children’s books from
foreign countries since 2000. At the same time, adults have operated the children’s
reading activities everywhere. But we find those who have ‘occupied’ the main
markets of children’s books are adults. Where are the children readers?

In the mythical situation, the Eastern Publishing Co. also participated in choosing
and translating the children’s books. They collected 54 books and named this series as
the cross-century Fiction Series. To attract its implied reader —children who are nine
to twelve years old, the Eastern Publishing Co. has done its best. The readers can
select one book as well as the whole series. The chief editor did the editorial work in
person. Since all these books were awarded in their countries, the Eastern Publishing
Co. has confidence in them and hopes the readers will love to read them. During the
process of designing, editing and selling these works, what the editor thinks about the
children did make great contribution to the publication. Therefore, the researcher tries
to see if there is a unity between the recent children’s characteristics and the editor’s
viewpoints of children. The researcher also tries to answer the question: if children
like to read this Series.

By means of analyzing the designing, editing and selling of the series, the
researcher understands the relationship between the editor of children’s books and the
children, and goes on to discuss the situation of children’s fiction read lately. After
analyzing the series of books, the researcher comes to the conclusion. First, the adults
are used to choosing the children’s books for their kids, so they have become the main
consumers. Because of it, the editor decides to put some factors to attract the adults to
buy these books through their covers and their layouts. The editor cares about
children’s needs when she considers the contents of texts. Second, adults have already
been the leaders of the children’s reading activities but they know little about
literature. They don’t understand what kind of texts children can choose, either. Both
of these affect immediately the designing, editing and selling of the series. Indirectly,
they form the gap between the editor’s viewpoints of children and the children
characteristics.

Keywords: Children’s Fiction, Editor of Children’s Books, Children’s Viewpoints,
Publication, Reading, Consumption
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= 2005 & 11 * | (#&F 2 ) (+ )~ (™ ) (The House of the Scorpion )
= 2005 & 12 % | (&4 44 ) (Jacob Have | Loved)
= 2005 & 12 * | (& @ 3z82) (The Sign of the Beaver )
=R 2005 & 12 % | (- =%." ZRf%) (The Secret of Platform 13)
= ] 2006 & 01 * | (@ #hd ) (Flour Babies)
= 2006 & 02 * | {¥ 9% ) (Pictures of Hollis Woods )
= 2006 & 06 " 4 (% 54 § ) (Madame Doubtfire.)
=W 2006 # 06 ™ | (I % § %) (A Cornerofthe Universe)
= 2006 £°08 * | (& # % # 7 ) (Joey Pigza Loses Control )
R 2006 & 01 * | {2 =% %) (Ruby Holler)
1 2006 & 06 * | (A& 5 =% ) (Surviving the Applewhite ) *
- 2003 & 12 * | (7 # + ) (Crazy Lady)
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