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A study on the Music understandings and teaching attitude of

inservice kindergarten teachers
Shih-Ying Chen
Abstract

The purpose of this study were: (1) to investigate the music skills
and knowledge that Taiwanese kindergarten teachers perceived to be
necessary for music teaching, (2) to explore the current music practice
situation, and (3) to find out kindergarten teachers' music teaching attitude.

A questionnaire was developed and mailed to 640 kindergarten
teachers in different areas of Taiwan, with a return of 452 responses (70%)
of the total mailing. The data were gathered using a survey designed by the
researcher called “Music understandings and teaching attitude of inservice
kindergarten teachers”. The questionnaire included four parts: (a) personal
data, (b) current music teaching status, (c) desire and needs to improve
music skill and knowledge, (d) music teaching attitude. Descriptive
statistical analysis(such as chi-square test, t-test, and ANOVA) was used to
compute frequency, percentages, means.

Majority of the Taiwanese in-service kindergarten teachers in this
study agreed that most practical skills and knowledge, such as music
reading, music writing, professional teaching competencies, composition
and assessment skills were perceived to be useful. However, music theory
and history were not perceived to be useful. Most participants also agreed
on the importance of early music development, but they lack
self-confidence in music teaching. They hoped to improve their musical
competency and teaching ability by attending workshops.

This study concluded with recommendations that teacher training
institutes should provide practical, professional and accessible music
curriculum or workshops to improve pre-service and in-service teachers’
music skill and teaching confidence.

Keyword: Music understandings, music teaching attitude
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