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A Study of Wilson Rawls’s Works

Abstract

Wilson Rawls became famous for his work Where the Red Fern Grows, which is a
heartwarming story of a boy and his dogs happening in Rawls’s childhood. His second
book Summer of the Monkeys is also very popular. These two books earned many of
the top awards given in children’s literature. The charm of the books and the talent of
the author deserve to be discovered. On the other hand, environmental and ecological
issues have been a worldly concern for a long time, which can’t be neglected in the
field of children’s literature. Hence in this thesis I will discuss how animals and nature

be imaged from an ecocritical view.

This study found that in Rawls's works, the strength of love is an eternal motif,
stringing teenagers’ life experiences. together, combining quest with rite-of-passage,
faith with miracle etc., Rawls ‘also added the elements of adventure, which were
composed of full movements and lucid simple plots, and the humorous language and
vivid metaphor. These two books have shown two kinds of different juvenile images,

one is juvenile hero, the other juvenile clown, both convincing and winsome.

In addition, the values of nature in Rawls’s works appear to be practical,
entertaining, aesthetic, sacred, and nature mostly playing an important role in the
background. The representation of the animal shows that companimals with humane

values and hunting animals with practical and dominative values.

Key words: Wilson Rawls, animal stories, ecocriticism
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