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Abstract

In 2005 , the whole world was celebrating enthusiastically the 200™ anniversary
of Hans Christian Andersen’s birthday. Purified for more than two centuries, the
fairy tales Andersen created turn out to be more refined. In addition, those tales
deeply touch every reader’s heart as a form of art. That’s to say, every reader could
find his own ugly duckling. As for the Chinese translation of Andersen’s tales, it
has been almost one hundred years since Chou first translated The Emperor’s New
Clothes. Although Andersen, who loved traveling a lot, had never been to Chinese
world, Chinese readers are quite familiar with Andersen. The Chinese images of
Andersen are changing all the time in order to-adapt himself to the historical
circumstances --- from ‘an eternal child’ to ‘an old bungler writing in the garden’,
then ‘a great realistic writer’ and even ‘the Prometheus of children’s literature’.
Beyond the turmoil, Andersen and his fairy tales have always been the target on
which readers, translators, commentators put their focus.

Translators are rebels. Under the process of translating the source language
texts into the target language texts, the literal, literary, and cultural transformations
have a great influence on the translators’ point of views in representing Andersen’s
tales. Even with high constancy, the personal styles of the translators are not
invisible. In this thesis, five newly-published Chinese versions of Andersen’s fairy
tales are under comparison in three aspects: literalness, literature, and culture.

Based on the concept that translators are active instead of passive, the literal
comparison is mainly about the individual variations with a view to enhancing the
acceptability of the target language texts; the literary comparison is mainly about the
rhetorical skills with which the translators make up the literary atmosphere, and the
cultural comparison puts the target language texts in the range of cultural
environment on the criterion of domesticating and foreignizing.

In sum, there are a thousand Andersens in a thousand translators’ eyes.

Key words: children’s literature, translation, Andersen’s fairy tales,

translational intervention, domesticate, foreignize
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Hersholt’s aim was clearly to provide a reliable, but at the
same time readable, text....What matters, however, is the fact
that he tried to strike a balance between respect for the writer

he loved, and consideration for the modern American public
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he was writing for. One might call Hersholt the Dulcken of

the 20" century. (275)
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What finally underlines all children’s books is language.™
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It was so terribly cold. Snow was falling, and it was almost

dark. Evening came on, the last evening of the year. In the cold

and gloom a poor little girl, bareheaded and barefoot, was

walking through the streets. [ # %% )
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"I won't," the witch screamed at him.
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(2) (m3d)
“I must hear this nightingale. I insist upon his being here this

evening. He has my high imperial favor, and if he is not

forthcoming I will have the whole court punched in the stomach,

directly after supper.” “Tsing-pe!” said the Lord-in-Waiting,
and off he scurried up the stairs, through all the rooms and

corridors. [ ® 3]
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But that was no more, and the tree was no more, and there'sno

more to my story. No more, nothing more. All stories come to an
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The servants came. in to look after their dead Emperor- and

there they stood. And the Emperor said, "Good morning." [ #
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"Hides, hides!" they mocked him. "We'll tan your hide for you

if you don't get out of town." [ # %]
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"Then why are you back so soon?" Big Claus asked. "If it's
all so beautiful, I'd have stayed there." "Well," said Little

Claus, "I'm being particularly clever.” [ # %]
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"Won't you dance with me?" the chimney-sweep asked her.

"A fine partner you'd be!" she said, and turned her back on him.
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(1) John laid the body straight again in its coffin, folded
its hands, and took his leave. He went away through the

great forest, very well pleased. [ # %]
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(2) All was quiet in the town until the clock struck a

quarter to twelve. [ # 3% ]

EE MY FER o EFARALR  FRFLS - g L7
Ao [E - = 1 277]

BER- SR FahF s (WA

LS e 1R S 3t Sl AN CEE NN T o
I p ST AT [ R I e R R R R B S 2
AT B A Pk R S e B DT B R
F 15 5 g > BERIY BRI E S fY ‘a quarter to twelve' [l
S T B R (SR i TSR Rl @RI E
S S RSO TR ALK S S

61



ESURE LY R RN CEN TP TS JoEt S P T
A T

(= H)
Eleven pork-butchers' children were named "nightingale," but

not one could sing. [ # %]
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The whole week through, Little Claus had to plow for Big

Claus and lend him his only horse. [3# %]
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...so pleased and so proud of how grand it looked to have
five horses plowing his field, that he holloed again, "Get up,
all my horses!"

1

"I'll get up your horse for you," Big Claus said, and he
snatched up a tethering mallet, and he knocked Little Claus's

one and only horse on the head so hard that it fell down dead.
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e ¢ The Emperor of China is a

Chinaman, as you most likely know, and everyone around him is a

Chinaman too. [ §1 45 ]
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Cold and pale lay the Emperor in his great magnificent bed.

Al

All the courtiers thought he was dead, and went to do homage
to the new Emperor. The lackeys went off to trade gossip, and
the chambermaids gave a coffee party because it was such a

special occasion. [ 4y ]
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On the road he met a witch, an ugly old witch, a witch whose
lower lip dangled right down on her chest.

"

"Good evening, soldier," she said. "What a fine sword you've
got there, and what a big knapsack. Aren't you every inch a
soldier! And now you shall have money, as much as you
please."

"That's very kind, you old witch," said the soldier. [ J:4¥ ]
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Since language is an integral part of culture, and since literary
texts are embedded in the source culture, translators need not

only proficiency in two languages, but they must be at home in

two cultures. In other words, they must be biculture as well as

bilingual.
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