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Awakening from the Lovein Classical Fairy Tales:

Exampled with Cinderella, the Sleeping Beauty and Snow Whitein
Grimm’s Fairy Tales

Huang, Yen-Yu

National Taitung University
The Graduate Insitute of Children’s Literature

Abstract

Classics, presenting humans’ intelligence beyond countries and
generations, are a common communication channel, which fosters
self-understanding. Fairy tales are not only a magic mirror but enable a
female reader to reflect on herself into the innermost. Classical fairy tales,
which have been passed down for centuries by word of mouth and are
recorded in the written form later, preserve the value of times and
literatures. Classica fairy tales lift readers spirit and strengthen
self-identity. Love comes with the self and self-esteem. Only when we
love ourselves are we qualified to love others and then others will become
complete with love.

Among the classical fairy tales containing components of love, the
researcher chose Cinderella, the Seeping Beauty, and Show White in
Grimm’s Fairy Tales to be explored. Based on the three topics, femae
image, mirror stage , self-awakening, the researcher pursued the ego,
probed into the female's unheard voice and awakened through the
analysis of the three female characters. In the process, a female is the
“One” remains an independent “Self”, not “the Other” who trapsin love.

In the end, there are four points concluded. First, the female is
materialized to be an object at the gaze of the male. Second, the female
seeks for sdf-identification through the female characters. Third, the
female expresses her interna feelings by means of reading love stories in
fairy tales. Forth, the female’s inner self transforms
and self-awakening is aroused. Reviewing the classical fairy tales and
inquiring the essence of love, the research found out that females awaken



and transcend the limitations of the self before mirror-like fairy tales of
reality and illusion.

Key words : classical fairy tales, lovefairy tales, Cinderélla, the

Sleeping Beauty, Snow White, awakening
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