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Spatial Constructions in children’s movies :
from the examples of The Way Home, Home Alone and Good Morning.

Abstract
Undoubtedly, home is the most essential place of living and activity for children. However,
home is a term that has never been clearly defined, and a space characterized by mobility and
unsteadiness. For one thing, home provides human beings a place of shelter, safety, and comfort;
on the other hand, it represents the social and cultural values and the sense of identification for
people in a specific time and space. Accordingly, a place where experiences, feelings and
memories produced by the interaction between any individual and objects, environment, and other
people is no longer simply a background of human activities but a place that bears meanings.
Thus, the organization of space, the structure of power, and emotional experiences inside a
place are filled with the possibility of change, mobility, and even rearrangement. Based on the
method of textual analysis, and research on the examples of The Way Home, Home Alone and
Good Morning, the purpose of this thesis is to build up various dimensions and meanings of
identification, conversation, and authority construction between children and home through
symbol decoding and aesthetic methodology of films.
The findings of this research is that a place is provided with human nature and meaning
through the interaction between man and objects, particularly through devices of setting, props,
costume, and lighting inside mise-en-scene. What’s more, children in films all play an active role

to explore and conflict with their homes, and by doing so, they establish a space of their own.

Keyword : Children’s Cinema, Cinematic Space, Spatial Experience, The Way Home, Home Alone ,
Good Morning.
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fff#  She’s Leaving Home R+ &7

She’s Leaving Home
=/ {45?% - B (John Lennon ) ~ flilgé - % {"d (Paul McCartney )

Wednesday morning at five o'clock as the day begins
Silently closing her bedroom door

Leaving a note that she hoped would say more

She goes downstairs to the kitchen

Clutching her handkerchief

Quietly turning the backdoor key

Stepping outside she is free

She (We gave her most of our lives)

Is leaving (Sacrificed most of our lives)

Home (We gave her everything money could buy)

She's leaving home after living alone for so many years ( Bye bye )

Father snores as his wife gets into her dressing gown
Picks up a letter that's lying there

Standing alone at the top of the stairs

She breaks down and cries to her husband

“Daddy, our baby's gone

Why should she treat us so thoughtlessly?

How could she do this to me?*

She (We never thought of ourselves)

Is leaving (Never a thought for ourselves)

Home (We struggled hard all our lives to get by)

She's leaving home after living alone for so many years ( Bye bye )

Friday morning at nine o'clock she is far away
Waiting to keep the appointment she made

Meeting a man from the motor trade

She (What did we do that was wrong)
Is having (We didn't know it was wrong)
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Fun (Fun is the one thing that money can't buy)
Something inside that's been always denied for so many years ( Bye bye )
She's leaving home ( Bye bye )
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