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Through Looking Mirror with the Mirror:
An Analysis of the Author, Text and the Reader
in Michael Ende’s The Neverending Story

Cheng, Ju-chen
Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature,
National Taitung University

Abstract

What is reading? What happens from the moment that readers turn on the
cover and enter the fictional world constructed by the author till the time that
they close it?

The researcher takes the work of the German writer Michael Ende’s The
Neverending Story as the basis of analysis. This paper will start at examining
how the author uses the meta-narrative technique of “story within a story” in
character, narrator, and framework to remind readers of the differences and
similarities of fiction and reality. Followed by analysis from the fictional reader
Bastian’s point of view, to see how the reader in reading process fills in the blank
and construct the story through the perspective of this specific reader. Michael
Ende allows the reader to be not just a reader, but as a co-creator or the text.
Through the existed and implied dialogue, and two narrative layers in the story,
Michael Ende sets a stage for the protagonists in the two worlds in this specific
work as a metaphor of the subtle relationship among the author, the text and the
reader.

If we could condense the book of The Neverending Story into one idea, it
would probably be: What is reading? Michael Ende tries to show the magic of a
book through a fantastic story of quest, or, we should put it in another word, the
magic of reading. And the only way for the reader to reveal this magic is, to
READ.

Keyword: Michael Ende, meta fiction, reader, dialogue, reading
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