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The Effects of Character Education in Elementary
School into the Learning Area of Society-The Topic
of Hero Stories into the Learning Area of Society

Abstract

The main purposes of the study were to design a program that was
suitable for the fifth grade students, explore the effects of character education
in elementary school into the learning area of society teaching and according
to the study results, provide the concrete suggestions when designing and
implementing hero stories teaching activities for implementers. The
pretest-posttest nonequivalent group design was adopted. Two elementary
schools of fifth grade students in Dong-He country in Taitung city were
selected to experimental group instructed by arousing character education
program included 10 units ( 600 minutes ) , 60 minutes a session and each per
week. The students as control group didn’t receive any treatment.

The study employed of both quantitative and qualitative methods. On the
quantitative part, the study designed the Society Behaviors Questionnaire to
conduct pretest, posttest, and follow-up measures. The data was analyzed by
one-way covariance analysis. On the qualitative part, data collection included
feedback sheets from experiment group and class tutors, and observation with
the experiment group to evaluate each individual’s growth as the evidence of
experiment effects.

The main findings of the study are as follows :

1. The experimental group’ s posttest scores were significantly higher
than the control group’ s on “caring” and “cooperation” .

2. The follow-up measures after finishing the experimental program were

il



significantly higher than the control’ s group on “caring”

3. According to the data collection of these feedback sheets from
experiment group and class tutors, and observation with the  experiment
group, most students who express positive attitude toward the character
education teaching showed concrete behavior about “caring” , “help” , and

“cooperation” . In sum, this study revealed that the effectiveness of
enhancing children’ s character education was generally positive.

Finally, based on the results, some implications of Character Education
Program in Elementary School into the Learning Area of Society for education

and future research were also provided.

Key word : Character education, Incorporated teaching, The learning

area of society
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