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School Education and Community Development:
Take Xin-Xing Primary School of Taitung County as an
Example

Abstract

A wide gap between school and community has been existed for a long time, school
hardly participated in the activity of the community and vice versa. With the changes
of time, the government realized that it is important for the schools to interact with
community. After a series of polices and reforms, schools and communities began to
interact with each other, terms such as “school community” and “community school”
became interchangeable.

The research area of this study is Xin-Xing elementary school and it’s school
districts — Xin Xing Community and Bei Li Community. 99% of students of this
school are the aboriginal, 99% of residents of Xin-Xing community is the aboriginal,
and 35% of the community residents in the Bei Li is also aboriginals. The researcher
chooses this school and community and utilizes the qualitative method to explore the
relation between the school education and development community. The interdynamic
between school and community, can be regarded as one of the models in Taitung
county. This research is divided into two periods: The first period is before principle
Zheng HanWen came to Xin-Xing; the second period is from the Zheng HanWen took
up an official post in 1997 until now; The second period also divides into two stages ,
the first stage makes the plan of “The campus is my home”, a commurufy based
cultural industury project.The second stage is about “ workshop for clothing”. These
two stages are the demarcation of interactions and construction between the school
and the community.

The resultsof this study show that the principel of Xin-Xing school is a key
personage who influences school and community development. Principle Zheng
Come to Xin-Xing and , he implemented a project entitled “my home of the campus”
from Council for Cultural Affairs and achieved the goal successfully. Various kinds of
projects are also successfully implemented , because the way that the principle
effectively involved not only teacles and students,but also conmunify membes.

In 2003 principle Zheng noticed the shrinking economy and the declining of the
local culture of this aboriginal community. He found that the knits and embroiders
Manufacture by aboriginal women can be utilized to address the above issues.
Combining traditional industry with commodity to meet everyday needs. The



product of this workshop has teen sold to Taipei and plan to hold an exhibition
oversea.

To conclude ,if the school is willing to work with the community, the
development of a sustainable community-based cultural industy is not impossible. Of
course,a stiong leadeiship that can effectively promote the interaction between the
school and community is very important.

Keywords: School eduacation, Community development, Xin Xing primary school,
Xin Xing community, Bei Li community, Cultural industry, workshop for the clothing
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