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Survival Skills in the Wilderness and the Narrative

Craft of Hatchet and its Series Books

Abstract

The hope to search for excitements always holds up children’s mind. When they
aren’t satisfied with their boring life, they can pick up an adventure novel and become
one of the main characters to experience the thrilling, breathtaking and adventurous
moments in the fiction world. It not only opens up their view toward the world but also
fulfills their dreams of seeking adventures and freedom. In the adventurous stories,
survival skills in the wilderness play an important role. They reflect the details and facts
of the story and make the readers wander about the surviving difficulties. This thesis
aims to analyze Gary Paulsen’s Hatchet and its series books by way of close reading. It
attempts to analyze the way the survival skills in the wilderness is displayed and how
the narrative craft is used in the story.

According to the research, 78 kinds of survival skills are portrayed in the stories.
Those survival skills can further be classified into several categories, such as food
searching, housing, the use of fire, clothing and many others. Food, housing, fire, and
clothing are the four major survival skills. They provide substantial functions in the
wilderness and thus take up a larger portion of the narrative space. With superb
narrative craft and authentic depiction of the life in the wild, the author has created great
literary works of survival stories. In the stories, those survival skills are outlined with a
vivid image, close to the reality. The narratives are full of arts and literary features. This

thesis concludes with a discussion of the meaning of seeking to survive and the values
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and inspiration of Hatchet and its series books.

Keywords: adventure novel, wilderness, survival skills, narrative skills, Gary Paulsen
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