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Abstract

This thesis is an attempt to explore the behaviors of wearing lily flowers of the
Rukai people, and the social and cultural meanings associated with the lily and the
practices of lily-wearing. For the Rukai female, lily-wearing is closely related to the
process of their growth and socialization. For the Rukai, the lily is the symbol of the
female virginity which represents not only social norms of the female behaviors but
also collective expectations for the female. However, what is exactly the meaning of
female virginity ? What are Rukai society’s expectations for the female? How are
these expectations cultivated through the process of the growth of the female ? These
are major issues of this thesis.

The fieldwork was conducted at Kachapogan village of Wutai Council in
Pingtung County. Through participant observations of the female daily lives and
listening to their conversations; the researcher has found there are many requirements
for becoming a ‘good’ Rukai woman; beside virginity, a ‘good’ woman is expected to
have many moral virtues, including, kindness, industriousness and cleanness, which
have to be realized in their daily lives. Interestingly, these virtues are related to the
meanings of virginity and even encompassed in the abundant meanings of virginity.
On the other hand, the male of Kachapogan also wear lilies which symbolizes male
glory. Like virginity, glory is also an idea with abundant meanings, and it is related to
Rukai’s concept of the identification and formation of the person. The researcher
emphasizes that gender division has to be understood within the whole context of
Rukai society and culture; and that the abundant and profound meanings of lilies have
to be understood through the process of gender cultivation and education. Besides,
there could be conflicts between collective norms and individual choices, which are
most obvious in the process of social change. Through illustrating some examples of
marriage choices, both women and men, the researcher has tried to address issues
about the complex relationships between social institution, value system and
educational environment.

Key words: lily, female virginity, male glory, gender cultivation and education,
practices, Rukai
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