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The Alienation of altered Feminism—

Take Hayao Miyazaki Animation for Example.

Hsin-Hsin Li

Abstract

Abstract It is no doubt that the legend of creatively well selling and awarded
animations brought by the Japanese director Hayao Miyazaki since the debut of
Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind in 1984.

We are all familiar with the splendid spectacles, epic like sceneries, touched
characters and the highly valued of nature filled in his works. However, we have to
ask if it was communicated well as expected by the director in a form of artistic
animation. If is there any misunderstanding were conveyed among symbols of
elements in the footages?

The thesis was intended to research how Miyazaki attempted to disguise the
discrimination of female under patriarchy among eight titles of Nausicaa of the Valley
of the Wind, Laputa: Castle in the Sky, My Neighbor TOTORO, Kiki's Delivery
Service, Porco Rosso, Princess Mononoke, Spirited Away, Howl's Moving Castle
directed between 1984~2006. This research was adopting the way of text analysis to
discuss the altered feminism that was hidden or actually represented within his
animations in three topics consisted with “materializing and slaving of female”,
“alternation of feminism” and “shifting and displacement between sex and character”
along with four aspects of personalities, dialogues, visualizations and storytelling.

In my observation, women are not getting sexual equality because of the
approach of neuter character or independent behavior. On the contrary, the male gaze

is playing the important role in Miyazaki’s animations, giving the men satisfying

il



sense of unlimited power. It’s hard to believe that it seems Hayao Miyazaki who is a
loyal feminist as recognized in public. Instead, he tried in fact to conceal the idea of
masculine dominant by manipulating majority of female and shaping the character in

his animation.

Keywords: Hayao Miyazaki, animation, feminism, Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind,

Laputa: Castle in the Sky, My Neighbor TOTORO, Kiki's Delivery Service,

Porco Rosso, Princess Mononoke, Spirited Away, Howl's Moving Castle.
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