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A Study to Taiwan Female Cartoonists—from the Post-World War |1
Years to 1990

by Chang Chuen-Chin

ABSTRACT

Since the first academic thesis related to ‘comic’ study being collected in the
National Library in the year 1996, the number of the papers has been increased to
about 116 essays until July 2006. In 1998, the Zhong Lun Branch of Taipei Public
Library has been successfully transformed into the first comic library in Taiwan. And
in the next year, the *Comic Research Center’ has been established by the National
Chiao Tung University. In addition, ‘the Department of Comic Study’ is set up from
‘the Multitude Cultural Research Center’ of the Feng Chia University. It can be
described that the comics, which are formerly considered as vulgar and harmful
readings, but now have become the physical and mental enlivenments to the public.
Moreover, the comics are now turned into the new field of academic study as a virgin

land.

In the opinion of the author of this thesis, it is now just the beginning for the
Taiwan society to seriously think about the comics. Every essential needs to be
instituted. In order to understand the events of Taiwan comic development over the
years and to review the Japanization issues of Taiwan comics, a specific Taiwan
‘comic history’ must be set up. For this reason, the female cartoonists, who are
neglected in the earlier years, need to be presented in the history. In this way, whether
in the aspect of chronicle or every single period of time, the narration can be more

complete.

The achievement of this study is the demarcation of the eras for the Taiwan
female cartoonists. From 1960 to 1980, it is the period of the first generation of
Taiwan female cartoonists. Afterwards, from 1980 to 1990, the epoch of the second

generation is generated. Furthermore, the understanding of background and

Vil



circumstance at that time, and the reasons of rise and fall of the two generations of the
Taiwan female cartoonists are the achievement of this study as well. In chapter four
and five, the main concerns are the styles and skills of the two generations of the
Taiwan female cartoonists, focusing on the models of the characters, the continuity
scripts, the onomatopoeia, the speech bubbles, and the symbols as performance styles.
I hope the public can clearly understand the changes of the artworks created by the
Taiwan female cartoonists from 1967 to 1990. A statement is summed up in chapter

six as a conclusion.

Keywords: Taiwan, comics, Taiwan female cartoonists, Taiwan comic history,

styles and skills
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