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Diet, localization and daily life - material and symbol
of savor transformation from cattle to beef

Abstract

With the transformation of industries, urbanization, and the development of fast
food industries, the paper will discuss “the cattle” that play a role as a developing
process of total Taiwanese history, it records a evolution of cattle from the animal to
the meat in Taiwan economy. It is the core concept of this research, appending to the
transformation of industries, and the transferred relation between the actor and the
cattle, using them to discuss the process of localization in Taiwan, and to analyze the
custom of diet, the taboo of food, and the transformation of collective discussion in
the civilian living, depending the research to show what kind of the role and important
meaning, “the cattle” could play in the civilian dietary custom in Taiwan.

The cattle played an important role in the production of agriculture from the era
of colonial Dutch to the early days of postwar. Owing to it, Taiwan people preserved
determination in many dimensions using the farm cattle in cultivation (for example:
the epigraph, agreement of village, law policy); gradually the farm cattle has knocked
out in farming with the transformation of industries. The relationship between people
and cattle has departed gradually, in addition, many different culture of diet have
merged with the original, this phenomenon makes the cattle from the role of “labor
actor” to “nutritional non-staple foods”, the beef transforms from “the unwell of
eating” to “the popular diet”. These serial changes make the beef (cattle) become the
indispensable consumption of meat in Taiwan.

The paper will present at least two structural transformations in discussion of
Taiwanese actors after the research. The first is that the cattle represent the companion,
not suitable for eating, but, comparing with Indians eating beef, does not constitute a
taboo of diet. The second structural transformation in discussion is the later actors
could use different thought to comprehend the meaning of “the cattle” or “the beef”,
indeed, they do some action that the older actor hardly understand or feel
unbelievable(for example: eating cattle). People have a great different recognition to
the cattle from the past, the experience for people of getting along with the cattle are
becoming lesser and lesser. On the contrary, the experience for people to the cattle is
more the feeling or the taste of the beef diet through eating hamburger or stake.

Keywords: Dietary culture Dietary anthropology Dietary sociology cattle discourse
analysis
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