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A Case Study on Social Support

in the Family of Young Children with Autism
Hui-Chuan, Shih
Graduate Institute of Early Childhood Education
National Taitung University
Abstract

The purpose of this study were to discuss the social support in the
family of young children with autism ,understand the way and source they
obtain social support ,and how the social supports influence on them. Take
purposive sampling method, and regard two family of young children with
autism in Taitung county as subjects. Data collection is to via interview
parents and relevant personnel ,literature analysis and analysis as well as
participate observation in order to present the truest phenomenon of case
through triangulation .

The major findings were as follows:
1 ~ The medical organization is the primary social support source for the
family of young children with autism.
2 ~ The social support demand of the family of young children with autism
for the organizations exceeds relatives and friends.
3 ~ The social supports offer the service contents for the family of young
children with autism.
4 ~ The parents' progress depends on their social supports and improvement
of the young children with autism.
5 - The predicament of parents seek the social supports
(1) What the social support organizations offer the aid and resources are
insufficient.
(2) It is insufficient to understand the professional knowledge of the social
support organizations for parents.
(3) Lack the relevant information of “autism”.
(4)Medical - social - educational organizations communicate each other
scarcely.

According to the study findings above , the following suggestions are
offered:
1 -~ suggestion on the policy
(1) Implement and declare the relevant laws about young child with autism.
(2) Reduce the gap of the social supports between in urban and remote
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areas.
(3) Encourage professional staffs to obtain employment for the remote
areas.
2 ~ suggestion on the medical organization
(1) Strengthen parents to understand the content of therapy.
(2)Use communicative book for staffs and parents.
(3) Strengthen insight ability of professional staffs.
3 ~ suggestion on the educational organization.
(1) Strengthen qualification of preschool teachers ,and offer the refresher
courses.
(2) Increase the number of early childhood special education itinerant
teachers.
(3) Avoid educational resources with others repetitively.
(4) Train teacher assistants basic professional knowledge
4 ~ suggestion on social security organization
(1) Subsidize parents to participate activities ,and improve the ability of
bringing up children.
(2) Offer short-term or special child-sitting service for parents.
(3) Help parents to make up parent support groups.
(4) Setting-up documents of case effectively.
5 ~ suggestion on the family of young children with autism
(1) Look for other social supports more.
(2) Set up effective communication with the social support source.

According to conclusions ,the researcher proposes the concrete
suggestions , as the referable service of the relevant social support

organizations and the suggestions of drawing the relevant measures for the
family of young children with autism.

Keyword: Social Support ; the Family of Young Children with Autism
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