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The Transformations of the Taiwanese Children’s Book
Publishing Industry Since 1945: A Case Study of the Eastern
Publishing Company

Submitted by Chen, Mei-chen

The Institute of Children’s Literature
National Taitung University

Abstract

Taiwanese children’s literature has become much more popular and diversified in
recent years. For this reason, this thesis intends to present the transformations of the
Taiwanese children’s literature through historical source analysis and in-depth
interviews.

Established in 1945, right after the Japanese colonial period, the Eastern
Publishing Company is the first children’s book publishing company in Taiwan. It
has been dedicated to enhancing the children’s language education and opening the
door to literature for children.

In the analysis of the two monthly magazines, Eastern Youth (fhi ¥’ ) and
Study Friend ( 257 ), it'is shown that the foundation stone of the Taiwanese children’s
literature was laid by such writers as Chen Ciou-fan ([@%’Fﬂjﬂ) , Hong Yan-ciou (J#
XFF ), Huang Shih-de (fii tH E%'J? ), Yang Yun-ping (#Z=% ), Ma Sha-ou ( 17T ) ,
Lin Yu-shan (#+= 1), Lin Sian-mo ( #&§8% ), Wang Shih-lang ( = %TE?EL), and Syue
Syue-guei (%54 ) . They all played a vital part in the development of the
Taiwanese children’s literature, providing abundant “food for thought” for children.

In addition, this thesis analyzes the series books published by the Eastern
Publishing Company. It is concluded that there are five phases in its development,
each of which has different characteristics. For example, in the foundation phase,
such best-sellers as Great People of the World (f{] il (& * fir%[%;?}) came off the
press. In the transition phase, the publisher not merely started to issue localized
science books and picture books, but it also introduced and translated foreign
award-winning books, enabling young readers to cultivate a global and diverse world
view.

All in all, this thesis aims to outline the development and historical orientation of
the Eastern Publishing Company. However, in the process it is no easy task to
collect complete sources, for a number of documents have been lost, destroyed, or
disposed of. Therefore, it is expected that the publisher can cooperate with the
academic institutions, striving to preserve these valuable sources.

Keyword: Eastern Publishing Company, Series Books, Children’s Literature
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