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Eternal Songs of Love Adventures:

Love Pursuit and Sublimation in Fiabe Italiane

Abstract

There are abundant stories and various types of love adventures in fairy tales.
They are not all realities of actual marriages, but they reflect some cultural
psychology of human beings. The origins, developments and varieties of love have
important symbolic meanings of metaphor. This study treats of love adventures
through C. G. Jung’s collective unconsciousness and mythology. It is to explore the
contrast of symbiosis between reality and illusion. In fact, the meanings of passage of
rites and marriages during human. self-quest correlate closely and directly with
individualization. Therefore adventures are the forms of love-pursuing and the ways
of subliming the power of love to conscious-awakening.

This study is based on Cupid and Psyche’s love stories in Greek and Roman
myths. The pursuit and trials of love appear in every character’s journey, and children
born with love are not only to carry the family names. Females’ conscious awakening
is also a sort of sublimated love under the society structure. Females’ images in Fiabe
Italiane are quite outstanding. We can see those females different from the passive
ones who were cognized weak and being assisted, hence their existence can be
interpreted positively.

Vividly adapted by Italo Calvino, Fiabe Italiane reflects the abundance and
fantasy of Italian folk stories. By way of concise narration and being faithful to dialect,
Italo Calvino restored the essence of stories and retained the original. He made Fiabe
Italiane an easy-to-read and a disseminating work.

Keywords: love, adventures and pursuit, sublimation, archetype
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