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A Study of Applying Indigenous People’s Totems to Paintings
and to Cultural and Creative Products

On-Job Master Program, Department of Art Industry,
National Taitung University

Li-chun Lee

Abstract

In this study, the totemic cultures observed by Taiwan’s indigenous
tribes of Amis, Rukai, and Yami were examined in an attempt to find out
painters’ notions of creativity as well as their representations of indigenous
people’s totemic cultures. With her understanding of the totemic cultures
observed by the indigenous people residing in Taitung and Hualien, the
author incorporated totemic cultures into her paintings in which totemic
cultures were presented as cultural creations, signifying totemic cultures
integrated into art industry.

This study is intended for the purposes set forth as follows:

1. To find out the original form of indigenous totems as well as their
symbolic meanings and spiritual values,

2. To examine the painters’ notions of creativity as well as their
representations of totemic cultures, and

3. To integrate art creations into art industry.

Now, indigenous arts are becoming more important than ever. In an
attempt to reflect the spiritual significance of indigenous cultures, the

author has completed six series of artworks using oil paintings, watercolors,



cartoons, and lithographs. The author incorporated indigenous people’s
totemic cultures into her artworks, and then integrated her artworks into
tangible objects, allowing indigenous cultural values to pass down and to

create a localized culture at the same time.

Artworks have to be accomplished by multidisciplinary talents. Up
until now, cultural and creative industry has become an important economic
activity across the world. With more and more cultural creations introduced
to the market, people will understand various groups of indigenous people

as well as their totemic cultures better than ever.

Keywords: Indigenous people, totem, paintings, Culture and creation.
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