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Resistance and Dialogue--A Study on the Themes of Aidan

Chambers' Young Adult Novels

Abstract

This study selected five young adult novels of the British literator, Aidan Chambers,
including Break Time (1978), Dance on My Grave (1985), Now | know (1987), The Toll
Bridge (1992), and Postcards from No Man’s Land (1999) as research subjects. Aidan
Chambers is a writer long dedicated to young adult issues. He has systematically written a
series of novels featuring young adults as leading roles. In each work, a specific theme was
designed, and the post-modern literature writing technique was used to lead readers to
explore various issues about young adults.

Based on the storyline of the text, thematic exploration method was used to analyze
several important issues about adolescents concerned by Aidan Chambers. This study was
composed of six chapters. The first chapter, Introduction; the second chapter, Aidan
Chambers and His Works. The third, fourth and fifth chapters are based on three different
topics; they combine with youth psychology as the basic foundation for further investigation.
The three topics are “life, death, and belief”, “sex, literature and ego” and “pretension,
disorder and conquer.” The conclusion of research is that author Chambers tries to use faith,
literature and love as communicating elements to help young adults who have body or mind
conflict to start a conversation. His writing skills are as various as his works, not only provide
single standard or value judgment but also accept all kinds of voices with a broad-gauge
heart.

The adolescence period is a very special stage of one’s life. In addition to the drastic
sexual and psychological variations, they also need to cope with and be prepared for the
“adult world". Aidan Chambers’ young adult novels have provided some samples of growth,
allowing adolescent readers to acquire spiritual satisfaction and comfort and not to feel
lonesome when they are confused.

Keywords: Aidan Chambers, dialogue and resistance, adolescent psychology, novel of
enlightenment and initiation, thematic exploration.
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