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A Correlational Study on the Parent-teacher Conflicts
Perceived by Parents with Children in the 5-year group of Kindergarten

and First-grade of the Elementary School

Abstract

The study aim to discuss the correlation between the parent-teacher conflicts
perceived by parents with children in the 5-year group of kindergarten and the
first-grade of the elementary school. The purposes of the study were as follows: to
understand the current state of the parent-teacher conflicts perceived by parents with
children in the 5-year group of kindergarten as well as those first-grade of the
elementary school, to discuss the attitudes taken by these two groups of parents
toward the causes of parent-teacher conflicts and the coping strategies, to discuss the
correlation between parent-teacher conflicts and the coping strategies applied by
these two groups of parents, and to understand the correlation between the coping
strategies adopted by the parents and the influences of the strategies.

The subjects of the study were chosen by means of probability proportional to
size. The subjects were 1484 parents with children in the 5-year group of
kindergarten and first-grade of the elementary school in Chang-hua County. The
valid return rate was 82.57%. The collected data were processed and analyzed by
descriptive statistics, repeated measures, one-way ANOVA, Person’s r, and path
analysis. The results and findings of the study were as follows:

1. The main cause of the parent-teacher conflicts perceived by parents with children
in the 5-year group of kindergarten and in first-grade of the elementary school
was the different attitudes toward discipline taken by parents and teachers. Once
parent-teacher conflicts happen, the collaborating strategy was the most frequent
one adopted by the two groups of parents.

2. The causes of the parent-teacher conflicts perceived by the two groups of parents
vary partially with variances. The study found that parents with low
socioeconomic status perceive more parent-teacher conflicts than those with
middle or high socioeconomic status. Parents with children in of the elementary
school and in the 5-year group of public nursery school perceive higher degree of
parent-teacher conflicts.

3. The coping strategies regarding parent-teacher conflicts adopted by the two



groups of parents also vary partially based on the school systems and the regions
of schools. The coping strategy used most frequently by parents with the
first-grade of the elementary school is the avoiding strategy. The collaborating
strategy was used most frequently by the parents living in counties while the
parents living in cities use the avoiding strategy most frequently.

4. There existed causal correlation between the coping strategies and the causes of
parent-teacher conflicts conceived by the two groups of parents.

5. The two groups of parents who use the collaborating strategy and the
compromising strategy to deal with parent-teacher conflicts took positive
attitudes toward the conflicts. By contrast, those who use the accommodative
strategy, the avoiding strategy and the competing strategy had negative influences
on the parent-teacher conflicts.

Based on the results of the study, the researcher provided some useful
suggestions for schools, teachers, parents and further research, as the references for

future researchers.

KEYWORDS: Perception, Parent-teacher Conflicts, Coping Strategies
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