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An Action Research on a Vietnamese Culturally-integrated Curriculum:
Teaching Practices and Preschoolers’ Development of Ethnic Group Relation
Author: Hsiao-Ting Chang

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explore the development and the
conduction of a curriculum into which Vietnamese cultural resources were
integrated. It also investigated the changes in ethnic group relation
development of the preschool children after the implementation of the
curriculum. The research field is an elementary school-affiliated
kindergarten in Southern Taiwan. There were three teachers and 30
preschool children aged three to five in the mixed-age classes. With the
cyclical process of action research method, interviews, observations, expert
meetings, reflective journals, and other methods were adopted to collect
data. The research results include the following two: 1. The researcher
improved her teaching in the three stages of this study: (1) The early stage
of research: The author learn Vietnamese culture through the opinions of
people from all sides, and other strategies.The opinions and resources
obtained were integrated and designed into Vietnamese food-themed
teaching going from the easy to the difficult; (2) The middle stage of
research: The author conjunctively used role-plays, narratives, and
discussion and conducted anti-bias curriculum to promote the preschool
children’s positive feedback on biased issues; (3) The later stage of
research: The author collected funds of knowledge and used diverse and
integrated teaching strategies to enrich her and students’ knowledge of
Vietnamese culture ; 2. The changes in preschool children are as follows: (1)
The children’s attitude toward the Vietnamese ethnic group changed from
“mostly superficially positive ” into “entirely sincerely positive ”; (2) The
children’s knowledge of Vietnamese culture changed from “deficient of
relevant knowledge” into “rich and detailed knowledge”; (3) In terms of the
Vietnamese immigrant children’s recognition of Vietnamese, one changed
from “ shy to express” into “positive with a sense of belongingness”; the
other changed from “lacking motivation” into “mainstream based”.

Keywords: Vietnamese culture, action research, ethnic group relation, new

immigrant children
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