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From the Analysis of Formants to Explore the Influence
of Language Transfer on English Vowel Pronunciation
I- YU, Chen

Abstract

This study aims to find out language transfer on the seventh grade
students to study the second language in English sounds of pronunciations
in my school. The participants are 16 junior high school students (8 boys
and 8 girls), 2 native English speakers (1 male and 1 female). Each
participant read the same English words and the seventh grade students
read 7 phonetic symbols (Bopomofo). They read them with a natural speed.
Through the Praat system we get the first formant (F1) and second formant
(F2) frequency data are analyzed to compare the differences between the
English vowels and the seventh grade students of my school, then
discussed language transfer of English vowels pronunciation.

The results of the study show that:

(&) The seventh grade students of my school are using phonics to

pronuntiate much more difficult to lax vowels than tense vowels.

(b) Seventh grade students of my school tend to ignore the vocal
lengths of the three English vowels and the tongue tightness of / i /,
lul/,and/o/.

(c) Seventh grade students of my school incorrectly substitute some
English vowels such as / i/ replace / 1/, /e /replace / €/, /u/
replace /v /,and /o /replace /o /.

(d) The seventh grade girls’ English vowel sound of my school are

better than the seventh grade boys’.



Finally, it provides some teaching inspiration for English teachers.

This study helps English learners to pronounce English vowels.

Keywords: Native language transfer, Praat, Formant
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Widks L3 PEA L8 FlL 2 F24ESE

- A < Y pu

24 F1 F2 F1 F2 Fl1 F2 F1 F2 F1 F2

1 322 2689 488 1755 517 884 943 1273 556 2359

438 2854 615 1927 589 820 942 1715 438 2478

348 2390 295 926 521 786 704 1205 376 2427

287 2354 503 515 446 919 417 1103 292 1905

454 2662 471 923 676 1101 891 1338 653 2250

341 2839 471 1802 492 985 799 1173 530 2340

2
3
4
5 304 2118 376 1580 526 836 716 1227 445 1776
6
7
8

302 1906 352 1013 577 1113 747 1470 371 2071

10 527 2932 313 695 679 1053 944 1086 628 1973

11 301 3000 315 799 480 1142 983 1856 441 1983

12 457 2560 463 717 053 1049 854 1526 565 2290

13 327 2887 418 1100 592 914 1118 1699 625 2557

14 264 1413 454 942 451 987 820 1748 559 2782

16 355 1851 440 1008 230 764 1078 1766 596 2516

17 439 2064 373 1207 570 1317 867 1718 475 2068

18 386 1997 415 785 656 986 861 1730 443 2547
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it- /1/ tea-/i/ book-/u/ | too-/u/ no-/o/ dog-/o/ box-/a/ | hat-/&/ | desk-/e/ | name-/e/
F1 | F2 F1 | F2 F1 F2 F1 | F2 F1 | F2 F1 | F2 F1 | F2 | F1 | F2 F1 | F2 F1 | F2
554 1918 309 2512 514 1242 307 1826 507 1328 637 1257 951 1098 944 1665 824 1841 477 2288
“HEAT INT S
LEEREE FL A F2-CAEEk B4
it- /1/ tea-/i/ book-/u/ too-/u/ no-/o/ dog-/o/ box-/a/ hat-/& / desk-/e/ | name-/e/
FL| F2 |FL | F2 | FL | F2 |F1| F2 |FL|F2|FL|F |F |F |FL|F|F |F|F|EF
S1 474 2048 359 2710 1178 1599 382 944 533 985 738 1311 1023 2045 679 2007 868 2175 474 2022
S2 445 2001 378 2416 480 1099 449 1130 836 1234 620 1159 856 1501 595 2329 584 2123 774 2283
S3 344 2242 306 2660 581 1296 432 1651 673 1305 526 1128 1000 2474 597 2060 513 2020 597 2179
4 343 2298 354 2263 449 957 443 1070 530 1107 591 1102 563 1174 292 1696 390 1825 484 1873
S5 413 2068 366 2240 671 2044 681 1063 879 1741 670 946 701 1318 525 1731 498 1942 585 1740
S6 869 2508 388 1013 408 1072 396 1012 762 1351 549 1131 1012 1748 536 2024 693 2113 835 2477
S7 352 2869 272 2928 452 1192 430 2039 669 1340 610 1237 884 1550 498 2124 610 2148 672 2534
S8 353 2370 265 2228 353 995 373 1247 570 1019 537 1096 765 1465 467 2152 1165 2510 817 2318
ity e S 2 fosen
HaB R FL A F2-S538 201
it- 11/ tea-/i/ book-/us/ | too-/u/ no-/o/ dog-/o/ | box-/a/ hat-/&/ | desk-fe/ | name-/e/
FL |F2 |F1 |F2 |FL |F2 |F1 |F2 |F1 |F2 |FL |F2 |FL|F2 |F1L [F2 |FL|F2 |FL |F2
619 2316 472 2228 524 1961 412 1017 691 1678 680 1423 887 1602 1132 2026 900 2052 659 2219
HEAR N7 s
JEEREE FL R F2- AR 3
it- /1/ tea-/i/ book-/u/ too-/u/ no-/o/ dog-/o/ box-/a/ hat-/& / desk-/¢/ name-/e/
S]_O 426 2768 489 2969 465 998 487 1186 690 1134 659 1112 1090 1142 657 2179 815 2041 686 1688
Sll 369 2808 422 3040 460 990 491 1846 1112 1454 776 1219 920 1639 592 2205 756 2200 854 2308
S]_Z 451 1620 367 2758 534 1184 414 2004 353 1172 694 1199 907 1934 686 2169 198 2240 799 2321
513 468 2021 492 2893 528 1117 506 1270 783 1124 750 1100 1212 2012 576 2208 841 1960 916 2282
Sl4 403 1666 373 2867 460 1136 385 1367 384 1298 545 1169 766 2039 686 1792 637 2433 347 2867
816 475 1475 377 1750 465 1505 486 1358 641 1068 567 1124 1083 1928 596 2521 788 2197 582 1483
Sl7 412 2529 449 2756 390 1259 507 1839 656 1246 675 1289 922 1535 654 2144 577 2175 938 2117
818 474 2508 355 3089 466 1509 386 1687 314 1289 670 1235 1064 2052 749 2070 985 2172 768 2289
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