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Characters in Roald Dahl’s Fantasy

By Wu Pei-shan

Abstract

We live in a human world, possessing human thoughts and feelings,
engaging in human activities. No matter how grotesque a fantasy could be, it
always concerns about “human beings.”

As a short story writer, Roald Dahl displayed the depth in depiction and
created many memorable characters in his fantasy. The thesis intends to explore
the characterization and the symbolic meaning of the characters in Roald
Dahl’s fantasy through the theories of fantasy and biographical study.

From the children and adults, which are the most realistic images, to
personalized animals and fantastic characters with amazing powers, Dahl
presented vivid, humorous and unique characterization. Flat though, the
characters in Dahl’s fantasy are caricatured, prominent, with distinguishable
features. From the queer characters such as Willy Wonka to the vulgar and
clairaudient ones like the BFG, Dahl never repeats himself in characterization.
Those characters, which possessed the frenetic quality, the mischievous
naughty, and the loving fatherhood, are all parts of Dahl’s multidimensional

personality.

Keywords: Roald Dahl fantasy character children’s literature
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&

Mk - AEF (v pree)  FXLEH ke

R INER BRI RE RSB o

(77504 1 fuefid) dak o

Tl w (MG E X ) (Beware of the Dogs) > icéhwa R 8 (= = /] BF)
(36 Hours) } p& -

5%12p =2+ ﬁkEE%Fﬂrﬂ

e -

2717 p A FRESREF > NRBEEREPBS R
8% 4p | L 2Fa S o

B (H HREdp) e

dEE S H00- T8 (F &) 1

117 17 p » # MEEGE -

TR (G ® ] 3E ) (Selected Stories of Roald Dahl) »
By diaR

(g 887
~(m e L A )(The Night Digger)% (FL+ e375.4 1 Fg )

% TR
(B3~ A B RgE) Dwe

(5754 2 Reeit i) & WATE WL 24 B $ 4% #(New England
Round Table of Children’s Librarians) °

123



1973

1975

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

(7754 1 e ) 1 EL F 2 (Surrey School Award)

(7~ 2 s reie) EFEL SRS -

(ef PR BB idadh) R o
B3 AR F R AL E g ) SR ) (The Wonderful Story of Henry

Sugar and Six More) °

) )

MR+ & % < g ) 2 (% f + EF Roald Dahl 78 B+ % ) (The Best
of Roald Dahl) -
(3~ 258 5% 75 ) JEF 2 R (Nene Award) ©
(e A2 F A iddpth) ETEL FHE o
AR (R E W4 ) (R BA 3 ® ) (Tales of the Unexpected) -
Eeh wEAEE R (v 2 2 & ¥ ) (Taste and Other Tales) »
AFTRED (LR D eE)e
Cepipe 0 B dp A ) JE 1 4o ¥ E gk A2 (California Young Reader
Medal) -
B A B o
JR (Few et L4 5 )
AR (3 R B2 3leni&® ) (More Tales of the Unexpected) °
Z R iR R RIS R
AR (L Bioaw FRE)S(L % L %383 P& ® ) (Further Tales
of the Unexpected)~{ "% & Iy « 42§ eh¢#a ¥ )(The Patricia Neal Story)
S (RFEAY 2 FFE (FERF) (Revolting Rhymes) ©
(PR¥FEA) EEERENE F & (Federation of Children’s Book Groups

Award)

(letv g se) E®F 2 3 #(Massachusetts Children’s Award)

e (A 20~ 1 R (S R) e (2 | L% B ) (Roald Dahl’s Book

of Ghost Stories) °
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1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1997

-

119 70 » SR Eaes 20 5= @45 200 % & BI0H0 -
() - T EFepFRhd TR FRE=NG T HFE 0 fge fEo
EFE AR B #Lﬁ%(World Fantasy Convention Lifetime
Award) o

AR (93 A EAE )

(:R¥FE L) EFHEF > #F f(Deutsche Jugendliteraturpreis) °

o (R SR ~ PR o) -

(337 Xl EAE) AL 2HELEE T2 WgRES

o
8k
P
S5

(Boston Globe/Horn Book nonfiction honor citation) °
AR (H 0 A AT E)V(R B2 FlagE 2 ) (Completely Unexpected
Tales) ~® R & 7 ). (Two Fables) ~{m 2 =% : Ef B+ | REE 1)
(The Roald Dahl Omnibus) °
(& 3 ) EE @ 2~ ]3I & (West Australian Award) °
how (B R¥g EfES ) RE R —2) (The Second Roald Dahl
Selection: Eight Short Stories) °
TR (FHaiE) o (FF 0 F A 4eend &) (Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life) -
(Bwd) B2 RN F & o
VR (& iF ) (Rhyme Stew) ~ (#& i* 8) (The Breaking Point) °
AR (e )
(PR emveg € W) JE2TE F #7155 (Smarties Award) ©
117 23p » Jre 5 FRE 2 32 T4 4 -
B (i indiengc R ) (F F 2 B £ 93 B8F) (The Food Memories of
Gipsy House) ~ -] # 4 )~ (Rl « £ § 2% | #iE ) (The Collected Short
Stories of Roald Dahl) ~ { %A¢ « Z i ¢ % 2453 ) (The Roald Dahl’s
Guide to Railway Safety) -
(RFEBEA) EEHEHEM2 T L& kki#d 4 (Good Book Guide
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‘Best Books of the Past 20 Years’) °
1998 (BaZ) EBBCHHFFE: T 2WEX i ¢ -
2000 (79504 2 fenis ) &+ 4# 4 3 (Millennium Children’s Book

Award) 2 I % 1§ 2 f#(Blue Peter Book Award) °
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The Minpins

Little Billy
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Billy's Mom
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Gruncher

Don Mini
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