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Imperialism, Colonialism, and Text: A Critical Analysis

of The Sign of the Beaver

Author: Chiu Jen-Chieh

Graduate Institute of Children’s Literature, National Taitung University

Abstract

The research subject of this thesis is The Sign of the Beaver, a young
adult fiction based on historical materials by American writer Elizabeth
George Speare (1908-1994). This thesis adopts the textual analysis
method and a literature review of professional publications and
discourses on imperialism, colonialism, postcolonial literature, and
related histories. The aim is to explore the way Speare used the
book-in-book method—specifically Robinson Crusoe—to prompt readers
to think about invasions under the guise of imperialism and cultural
hegemony, how colonial thinking becomes deeply entrenched in people’s
minds through classic stories that produce influence and identity, and to
reflect on its rationality. The protagonists Matt and Attean are of
Caucasian and Native American origins respectively. Through their
meeting, getting to know each other, and subsequently becoming friends
who are as close as brothers, readers are made to think about the meaning
of equality in the context of racial equality.

Keywords: Robinson Crusoe, imperialism, colonialism, postcolonial

literature, Native American culture
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