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Exploratory Study of Problem-Solving Strategies in Children

Aged1.5~3

Yan-Ni, Chen

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore how children between the ages
of 1.5 and 3 create strategies for problem-solving.

The object of this study is a group of 10 children in a daycare center
that focuses on the Montessori Teaching Method, observation of the
children’s learning experience and the problems they discovered while in
the daycare center, also the processes of how children concluded the
solution to their problems.

This study is based on the qualitative research including observation
journals, video footages, school logs, etc. The materials were sorted and
analyzed for better understanding of how children learned to solve problem
at the early stage of development.

The data revealed that 1.5 years old has the ability to identify problem.
The problem they encountered at the daycare center can be sorted in 4
categories: the problem caused by Teaching aid operation, the problem
caused by social interaction, the problem from daily self-care, and the
problem playing, etc. The problem can be presented in one or two types,
some problems can be revealed in multiple aspects, and the complexity of
the problem determined the length of the problem solving time.

The ways of children tried to solve a problem: (1) Look for help,
(2) Language communication, (3) Involvement of other person, (4)



use of tool or instrument, (5) Exchange item, (6) giving up. In the
process We often observed how children tried to solve problem with
different strategies, and how they showed expression of fulfilment
after the problem was solved.

Keywords : Children, Problem-Solving
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E R EREFHENRERBERET > HeSEHHEAINKRE - €
AR - (EMER - 20 5V 38 B IS B Ry - T R R R Y BE
e F e JENHYPEECRIBA G 3 R - 4 A BIRRE K EE S S LUE
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Koo —{E 2 (8 8 H Al Bt B A B F I 3% IR &8 (the level of actual
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—HEE - 4y 5E B E C IR RIS R E B B - A H RGN
BE o BLRE A @ UH K o B & W R kL1 55 =0 B (verbal thinking) e
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(D@ A 4
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