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A Research on How Family Support Affects the Career Aspirations of
Financially Disadvantaged Junior High Students

Wen-Chi, Lee

Abstract

Do children from financially disadvantaged families have unlimited freedom to
dream, or do they dare not imagine it? Children’s dreams have always been on the
mind of the researcher. This research is a secondary analysis on data published in
Taiwan Database of Children and Youth in Poverty by Taiwan Fund for Children and
Families after researching on the lifestyle of financially disadvantaged children.
Through this study, the researcher attempted to understand whether the financial
conditions of financially disadvantaged junior high students affect their family
support and career aspirations and how family support affects career aspirations. The
research results are as follows:

1. Financially disadvantaged junior high students receive higher emotional and
informational support when it comes to family support. Informational support
in family support has the most influence on their career aspirations and
tangible support usually has little influence.

2. Junior high students’ career aspirations are affected by their financial
disadvantages. Their academic performances and psychological capital has
even more influence on their career aspirations then their family background.

3. The higher the educational aspirations of their families, the higher the
educational aspirations of the financially disadvantaged junior high students.

4. Financially disadvantaged children’s career aspiration options are limited to
their knowledge of professions. Thus, it is important to broaden their horizons.

5. The researcher found that when it comes to family support, one should be
careful with informational support. Since the advice and feedback families
give to middle school students facing difficulties is important, one should pay
close attention to the content lest it becomes something negative.

Students themselves, their families, schools and the society can all help with
increasing junior high students’ courage to dream and their career options. For this
reason, the researcher concludes this research by offering advice for the government,
schools, nonprofit organizations, parents and the students themselves in hopes of
offering financially disadvantaged junior high students better personal achievements
and self-fulfillment options in the future.

Keywords: financially disadvantaged, junior high students, family support,
career aspiration, Taiwan Database of Children and Youth in Poverty
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