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ABSTRACT

Study on Electronic Story Creation for Children--- Take Telling Story According
to a Picture as an Example

by
Yu-Chi Hsiao

This research took 6™ graders at primary school as objects. These students were
inspired by electronic materials which contain text, illustrations and music, beautifully
enhanced with electronic multi-media, to create electronic stories. The main purpose of
this strategy is to enable children to use creation and imagination to create an
electronic story of their own by those limited visual materials. The stories were

collected and categorized to be discussed and to be analyzed.

I analyzed the content of the students’ electronic stories integrally by three main
aspects: themes, characters and scenes. Moreover, I also compared the differences
between the stories created by boys and those created by girls. In analysis of themes, I
explored by three categories: man and himself, man and society, man and nature. In
characters analysis, characters are divided into personified person, ordinary person and
superhuman characters. In scenes analysis, I divided them into real world, virtual

world and virtual-and-real world.

I induced and analyzed works by students (totally 113 works), according to the
above-mentioned three aspects. In themes aspect, “man and himself” is the most
chosen one (50%), “man and society (others)” is fewer (32%) and “man and nature” is
the least (17%). In characters aspect, “Ordinary person” images were used by most
students (65%), and “superhuman” images were less used (15%). The percentages of
the scenes aspect are “real world”-- 45%, “virtual-and-real world” -- 37% and “virtual
world” -- 18%. I gave an explicit explanation of these results. In order to get the more
detailed results and the more integral observation, I adopt sub-categories under the
above-mention 3 aspects to do more induction, more completed analysis and also

compile more statistics according to story-tellers’ gender.

Digital stories, which are produced on information media platform with the
application digital characteristics, are different from oral and written stories in the way

of conveying concepts, presenting stories and approaches of thinking. When students



tell stories on this information platform, stories reflect the conscious or sub-conscious
ideas, and the inner worlds of students. Therefore, we can understand the issues they
are concerned and the things which affect them most. I found there are a lot of violence
plots in boys’ stories and a lot of dream plots in girls’ stories. Why do the
super-human characters appear more often than personified characters? Why do
virtual-real scenes appear so often? Do these phenomena connect with each other? Do
these phenomena reflect what the children are thinking? Characters of cartoon and
video games also appear very often. So, are the students affected by media heavily? I
compiled and induced the statistics of the data I have gotten. Besides that, I built up a

discussion and research model by the presented phenomena.

I have been benefited greatly by my teaching and by the process of data
processing, statistics compiling, induction and analyzing in this research. I also found
many phenomena which students have brought about when they told stories through
electronic media, and thus, I have more understanding of the students’ thoughts. I
sincerely hope this dissertation would be helpful for those who want to do the research

on the electronic stories.

Key words : Electronic Stories, Story Creation, themes analysis , characters analysis,

scenes analysis
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