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An Action Research of Moral Education from the Perspective of Ethics of
Care—Implementation of Dialogue in an Elementary School Low-Grade Class

Su-Tze Chang
Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the content of Nel Noddings’ ethics of
care and the approaches to the moral education of ethics of care. The action
research method was used to apply the main approach to the moral
education of ethics of care—dialogue—to the teaching of an elementary
school low-grade class, in an attempt to analyze the effects of the
application and provide the research results as a reference for people in the
education field. The research findings included:

1. In the aspect of formal dialogue:

Through the establishment of pacts, it is easy to build skills for formal
dialogues. However, pacts should be definite and succinct, and redundancy
should be avoided.

2. In the aspect of immortal dialogue:
(1) Immortal literary masterpieces are used as a medium to elevate moral
judgment to the consideration of overall context.
(2) Through dialogue, participants are allowed to have broader thinking,
which is beneficial to the clarification of the possessed concepts.
(3) Immortal dialogue expands the presentation and content of moral
items.
(4) Immortal dialogue helps prevent violence.
3. In the aspect of ordinary dialogue:
Ordinary dialogue facilitates the establishment of trust between
teachers and students.
4. On the whole:
(1) Dialogue can obviously enrich the intellectual, moral, and spiritual
life of teachers and students.
(2) Dialogue has significant effects on the improvement of student’s
interest in reading.
(3) Dialogue is beneficial to the discussion of modern issues and
provides opportunities for care-givers to offer aid.
(4) Dialogue is beneficial to class management.



(5) Dialogue is beneficial to mutual understanding between teachers and
students.

(6) Dialogue is beneficial to self therapy.

(7) Implementation of moral education through dialogue does not reduce
student’s academic performance.

However, using dialogue as the only approach to moral education still
has some drawbacks. For instance, the intentional challenge of smart
students and the difficulty of special students or students with low
comprehension in participating in dialogue, and etc. should be overcome.
Thus, other approaches should be used as an aid. That is to say, if the other
three approaches to moral education proposed by Nel Noddings—modeling,
practice, and confirmation—are simultaneously adopted, their effects can
be complementary to each other. However, the effectiveness should be
further investigated in follow-up studies, so as to conduct a more
comprehensive evaluation of Nel Noddings’ ethics of care.

Keywords: ethics of care, moral education, action research
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