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Study For Impact on Underprivileged Preschooler’s Literacy Capability Through
Nursery Rhymes or Children’s Songs Integrating Literacy Teaching In Radicals of
Chinese Character

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the literacy capability and effectiveness
resulted from teaching methods of nursery rhymes integrating the Chinese character’s
radicals to preschoolers of underprivileged family background. This research
adopted subjects from a kindergarten affiliated to certain elementary school located in
Taoyuan County, and children of study interest were five year olds. Social and
economical status survey questionnaires were distributed and collected. The manner
of questionnaire distribution was random in order to accomplish the purpose of
selecting preschoolers with different social and economical backgrounds. And these
preschoolers, thirty six in total, are further divided into experimental team of twelve
(those are preschoolers with underprivileged family backgrounds) , a team of 12 with
contrastingly underprivileged background in addition to a team of twelve with
contrastingly privileged. The experimental team was the only team which accepted
researcher edited teaching materials of Chinese radical literacy and nursery rhymes. This
team underwent duration of 16 weeks experimental teaching, a total of 3,200 minutes
which 1s about 53 plus hours. Experimental team and the team of contrastingly privileged
or underprivileged were conducted with three tests prior start of experimental teaching for
the former. The test tools included Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-Revised, Type A,
Simplified 200 vocabularies literacy measurement table (Siou-Yuan Chen, 2001) as well as
speed test for reading-the-names-out-loud (Shih-Jie Zeng, 1999), etc.

Experiment design adopts equal-team prior-and-post test experiments in order to
conduct the research study properly. Independent variable of this experiment is nursery
rhymes integrating radical literacy teaching method. Dependent variable is the effect
from literacy learning.  Test results then were applied with One-way ANOVA to explore
the literacy capability development and differences for preschoolers with different
social economical backgrounds. Then test results are further examined with
Descriptive Statistics, Single Sample t-test, Paired Sample t-test, etc, in order to
explore the learning effectiveness of literacy capability for preschoolers with
underprivileged family background who underwent nursery rhymes integrating
Chinese radical literacy teaching. Findings from the above are summarized as
follow :

1. Social economical status 1s one of the critical elements which affect preschooler literacy



capability.
2. Nursery rhymes integrating literacy teaching method by Chinese radical for preschoolers
did possess learning effectiveness in literacy capability.
(1) Nursery rhymes integrating literacy teaching method by Chinese radical for
preschoolers did possess learning effectiveness in literacy quantity
measurement.

(2) Nursery rhymes integrating literacy teaching method by Chinese radical for
preschoolers did possess learning effectiveness in auditory vocabulary
capability.

(3) Nursery rhymes integrating literacy teaching method by Chinese radical for
preschoolers  did  possess learning  effectiveness in  speed  for
reading-the-names-out-loud.

3.The performance grades from experimental team indicate that learning effectiveness
in literacy quantity for student under test turns out to be the best, followed with speed

for reading-the-names-out-loud.

4. The performance grades from experimental team indicate that literacy capability
performance for student under test is much better afterwards for team that underwent
experimental teaching through nursery rhymes integrating Chinese radical literacy.

Based on research findings, this research proposes relevant issues and studies in
nursery rhymes integrating Chinese radical literacy teaching for future teaching and
research reference use.

Keywords: Nursery rhymes integrating Chinese radical literacy teaching,
underprivileged preschooler, literacy capability
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SRS TE0 HIE AR EE RURLID ™ DRGSRk ik ([R5 2006 ) = .75 (2001)
St pr e DIRAORSE ) Aot GRAR o FIE RS A - 0D - A
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FhE &

-r:\1.
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