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Raising the Reading Ability of Grade 3 Students from
Rural Elementary School Using a Differentiated Instruction
program: A case study

Yun-Chieh Chen

Abstract

This case study was conducted in an elementary school located in the
rural area with 7 grade 3 students. The purposes of the study are three folds:
1. exploring whether a differentiated instruction program improves
students’ reading abilities, and 2. Understanding the responses of students
after receiving the program; 3. describing the adaptation process of the
teacher who implemented the program. The intervention was carried out
for 15 weeks, using the time of an afterschool Mandarin program. There
were 4 teaching sessions each week, which comes to a total of 60 teaching
sessions. A differentiated instruction program, including reading materials,
lesson plans, and student work sheets, which was developed by Chen and
Tzeng (2018) was adopted. Based on the characteristics of the Mandarin
language and the principles of effective teaching, the program was
compiled and developed in an evidence-based manner. Participating
students took the reading ability standardized tests at the beginning of the
semester and at the end of the semester. The study had three main findings.
1. the differentiated instruction program has significantly improved the
reading abilities of the third-grade participating students in terms of
reading fluency and dictation skill. Also, the variance between students has
decreased. 2. Differentiated instruction intervention enhanced student
participation and learning autonomy. 3. The teacher who implemented the

differentiated instruction in the study reported that she had a progress on

i



teaching skills; i.e., she can diagnose and correct the students' learning
problems, and she has acquired a deeper understanding of the subject

matter of Mandarin.

Key words - differentiated instruction, rural elementary school, reading

abilities
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ek BN B EE - R U R A DLAS ALY 7 =B -
B4 5y AR SRR - (B ZAG d ERR A SRR ET - O R RS E (£
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WA SHE SR ATRERERE ) 7 SRR R A BN A R e SR NS YA -
FBREE R AT HIAE I fEgE (Tomlinson, 2003) » o] DUEHSRTHISEAE ARG » 1€
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Tomlinson FE#7=BALBEEFIZ NS "85 A1 T 225, ETHE > BEtE
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2P ISR (Hall, 2002) » DUETFEER B » —aR&IA 16 H4F (SREFE ) —i%
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