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A Case Study of One Year's Homeschool for A Ninth Grader

with Learning Disabilities

Chen Ya Yen

Abstract

Students with Learning Disability (abbreviated to LD students
thereinafter) encounter multiple learning hurdles, influenced by their
intellectual abilities and categories of learning disabilities. Learning needs
of each student vary individually. The educator needs to comprehend the
related difficulties and offers appropriate educational solutions. This
research is a case study with a subject of a LD student (called Xiaolong) in
ninth grade, who has been homeschooled for one year. Both of Xiaolong's
parents are elementary-school teachers. His father is retired and his elder
sister is a successful example of LD student. Thus, full comprehension and
participation of Xiaolong's ninth-grade at home education could be made
by his parents, who are of professional education training. This case is so
precious that it's worthy of a careful observation for the reference for other
parents and educators. Qualitative researches were carried out in this
research. The researcher describes the reason and manners of
implementation of Xiaolong's homeschool with voice recording, interview
records, and assessment tests et al. His situations of learning processes,
emotion, and personality development were also recorded for analyzing the
effects of homeschooling on the growth of the LD student.

This research discovers that Xiaolong's parents participated the most
time of his one-year homeschool and he just went to school occasionally.
The instructional objectives for Xiaolong are focused on life skills, instead
of preparing the entrance examinations. Combined with his daily life,
multi-sensory approaches were applied to his education, along with
multi-media videos and online resources, assisted. Museums, Agricultural
Research and Extension Station, and other social-education resources also
played roles as auxiliary assistance. His parents provided many hands-on



practices to help Xiaolong learn knowledge of agriculture, gardening, and
house chores. So that practical experience could be gained, enhancing his
knowledge in the field (agriculture) he is interested in. After the one-year
homeschool, his parents and the participant teachers point out that
Xiaolong has developed independent capabilities, responsible attitude,
better comprehension/applications of vocabulary, material-organizing and
graphing skills. And physical trainings such as cycling around Taiwan and
hiking also cultivate Xiaolong's attitude in patience and persistence, as well
as his characters.

Keywords:case study, learning disability, homeschool, learning experience
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