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Villains in Chinese Folk Tales

Author: Tsai Yin Jun

Post-Graduate Study-Faculty of Children Literature

National Taitung University
Abstract

This thesis is focus on “Villains” as the theme of study and use Propps
Vladimir’s Morphology of the Folk Tale as a means to analyze the
function of villains in the stories, following by an analysis on the guantity
and type of villain tales collected from different regions and tribes in
China. As a result there are three types of villains derived: love-detacher,
cheating thief and squeezing exploiter, further study is adopted to analyze
the style of villain, his evil-doing and the consequences from various
aspects such as history and culture. Furthermore, it is important to
examine whether we hold a negative view on wealthy and authoritative
people provided that the stereotype of negative view is unconsciously
influenced by the consciousness pattern reflected in the folk tales.

A question arises from reading Chinese folk tales , “why a wealthy person
normally is not a virtuous man?”, so all stories are reviewed from
different aspects and a study is conducted on the sadness of poor,
difficulties to receive justice from publicity and further to discover the
truth from history. The truth is that perception of virtue and evil reflected
from folk tales has stronger influence power than morality and ethics we
often talk. It is concluded that these long lasting perception from folk
tales impressed into enormous people and have became as unexpendable
power for society stability and steadiness.

Keywords: Folk Tales, Villains, review articles from different aspects,

Stereotype
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1. ¥ (villian)

2. 4} (donnor)

3. 2= C(helper)

4, ¥zt (sought-for person )
5. Z3E¥ (dispatcher )

6. = ¥ (hero)

7. {82 F (false hero)
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TR 95 3 3.16% 30.
i 45 1 2.22% 31.
i % 47 1 2.13% 32.
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Tl (R R = &) I siale] B g st WEH (G )| froi BEEs
R 53 1 1.89% 33.
R 54 1 1.85% 34.
+ 9% 11 0 0.00% 35.
(Z % 12 0 0.00% 36.
1S 12 0 0.00% 37.
H R 10 0 0.00% 38.
(TS 8 0 0.00% 39.
LS 12 0 0.00% 40.
A RS 0 0.00% 41.
BN 3 0 0.00% 42.
S 12 0 0.00% 43.
FL I 16 0 0.00% 44,
L 0 0.00% 45,
Tk 0 0.00% 46.
WiH % 23 0 0.00% 47,
R 15 0 0.00% 48,
f&,‘ﬁ,ﬁ* 2% 0 0.00% 49.
,F,,F, YRS 2 0 0.00% 50.
Wl 12 0 0.00% 51.
H TR 21 0 0.00% 52.
LS 11 0 0.00% 53.
EEUS S 10 0 0.00% 54,
B 7 0 0.00% 55,
R 30 0 0.00% 56.
S 9 0 0.00% 57.
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