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A Narrative Analysis of the Confrontation between Children
and Adults in Tekkon Kinkreet

Lien, Kuo-Neng

Abstract

Confrontations between children and adults take place in fairy tales,
picture books, adolescent novels, animes, mangas, and so on. Two strands
of power, dominant and vulnerable, or sometimes evil and kind, act subtly
when children in stories revolting. There are also conflicts between
outsiders and locals. Stories make the battlegrounds of the two strands of
power.

The children characters in the Japanese comic Tekkon Kinkreet
struggle against the outsiders who are to occupy their neighborhood. They
resist the gang with violence. They even fight the darkness in their mind at
the end of the story.

| first work out the development of Japanese comic together with the
historical background and the cartoonist’s growthing process that has
influenced his creation. Then, according to the plot, | analyze the tempo of
the story, the factors that generate savagery, and the desire for sense of
security. | also study the unique reading method of comics, social
relationships in the power structure of the city space, the design of
characters and meanings of the pictures.

The vacillating images of children, the chaos resulted from pursuing
power, and the plot of confrontations between children and adults are never
as simple as what words represent. Detaching the inherent images of
children and adults, we see the weak defying the strong. Authors of all time
imbued boundlessness to the story with children’s wavering images, and
the readers are enriched with literature.

Keywords - comic, manga, narratology, Taiyo Matsumoto
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