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Flashback and Reflection on Creative Process
of the Penghu Regional Picture Books

Abstract

In recent years, the government puts much emphasis on regions. The materials on
hometown-caring and regional culture are becoming the main subjects to write about.
Therefore, Bureau of Culture in each county continues to produce its own regional
literary works. As the Bureau of Culture of Penghu county planned to produce its
regional picture books, I acted as the part of the creation. | hope I can transform the
precious but solemn Penghu developmental history into the public genre via the
picture books.

Since that time, | started to collect lots of Penghu archaeological & historical data
and the scholarly research materials. After carefully reading and studying these
materials, | discussed them with my co-creator Yi Yun Hsieh. We selected the
representative historical events as our creative subject. Then | worked on the
picture-drawing and Yi Yun Hsieh took the part of composing. Deep Sleeping Black
Gem and Mysterious Strayed Sail are our works. Meanwhile, we compared and
contrasted different picture books to those manufactured, represented, and published
by other Bureaus of Culture and publishers. Through the comparison between the
similarities and differences, we discussed both the good and the weak points among
these books. We hope they can provide some possible ways on development and
improvement for Penghu picture books.

In order to record the processes and experiences, | flash back the creative plan after
the publication of these two books. | record the ideas of material-gathering, the
processes of producing books and then review and check these records. | recall the
processes of the book Deep Sleeping Black Gem when | wrote my paper, and at the
same time | write down the details of producing the book Mysterious Strayed Sail
while writing my paper.

After having published Deep Sleeping Black Gem and Mysterious Strayed Sail, |
made a cross-text analysis between them. Also, | designed some opening questions
between the two books. | hope I can get more objective opinions from readers’
viewpoints so as to inspect my works effectively.

In the process of flashback, I make clear the techniques and ideas of creation.
Moreover, | learn a lot from readers’ advice and suggestions. In the conclusion of
my paper, | have the reflection on the creation. | hope it can offer a better reference
for the creators or researchers in composing the regional picture books.

Key words: regional, Penghu, picture books, creative process
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